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Seventy-five years ago, on June 25, 1950, the Korean War began when North Korean forces crossed
the 38" parallel and launched an unprovoked invasion of the Republic of Korea. This act of
aggression marked the start of a brutal war that would take the lives of millions and forever alter the
course of Korean and American history.
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More than 1.8 million Americans and 2.5 million South Koreans answered the call to defend freedom
during the Korean War. Over 36,000 Americans and 137,000 South Korean troops lost their lives,
and countless others returned home carrying the physical and emotional scars of war.
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On this solemn anniversary, the Korea-US Alliance Foundation (KUSAF) and the Korea Defense
Veterans Association (KDVA) join together to honor the courage, sacrifice, and legacy of these brave
Veterans and their Families.
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We remember the fierce battles fought at places like the Pusan Perimeter, Incheon, the Chosin
Reservoir, and Heartbreak Ridge. We remember the Families who waited, prayed, and endured. And
we remember the enduring values of liberty, democracy, and partnership that were defended on the
Korean Peninsula and still define the ROK-U.S. Alliance today.
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Since the signing of the Korean Armistice Agreement on July 27, 1953, the ROK-U.S. Alliance has
become one of the most successful and enduring military and diplomatic partnerships in the world.
This special bond is a living tribute to the Veterans who fought side by side and a commitment to
regional security, shared prosperity, and enduring friendships.
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At this 75-year mark, KDVA and KUSAF are faithfully carrying forward the legacy of Korean War
Veterans and their Families through a wide range of programs and initiatives:
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e Honoring Veterans: Supporting commemorations at the Korean War Veterans Memorial and War
Memorial of Korea as well as ensuring Veterans are remembered through events like the KDVA
Korea Chapter’'s Education Seminars with U.S. Forces Korea and Meet & Greets at KDVA's six
U.S. chapter locations.
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e Telling Their Stories: Documenting and sharing the stories of Korean War Veterans and their
Families through public outreach and educational materials like the special KDVA Journal and
KUSAF Newsletter dedicated to Korean War Veterans and their Families — all captured in the
KDVA Digital Library and KUSAF Homepage.
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e Inspiring the Future: Connecting generations through programs like KDVA Campus Clubs and
intergenerational mentorship in the KUSAF U-SPECK Program, KUSAF Korean War Essay
Contest for Middle and High School Students, and KDVA Internship Program.
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o Enhancing the Alliance: Promoting public awareness and understanding of the ROK-U.S. Alliance
through leadership dialogues, think tank partnerships, senior leader visits, and bilateral
engagements.
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The ROK-U.S. Alliance, built upon the sacrifices of war and our veterans, has endured for over 70
years. During this time, approximately 3.3 million U.S. troops have served in Korea, helping to deter
war and contributing to the nation’s economic development and democratic progress. Even in times
of peace, 103 lives have been lost due to North Korea’s continued acts of hostility. The United States
and the Republic of Korea have also shed blood together in Vietham, Afghanistan, and Iraq, standing
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side by side in defense of shared values. Tnrough these shared sacrifices and unwavering
commitment, the ROK-U.S. Alliance remains strong to this day.
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As we mark this historic milestone, KUSAF and KDVA reaffirm our shared efforts to remember and
support our Veterans, to educate future generations about the meaning of the Korean War, and to
strengthen the bonds between our two nations. We hope this meaningful day serves as an
opportunity for the people of both the Republic of Korea and the United States to reflect on the
solemn truth that “freedom is not free," to reaffirm their commitment to strengthening the ROK-U.S.
Alliance, and to uphold the values of freedom and democracy. Please join us in this noble work
(membership is always free!) at KDVA.vet.
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“Together for the ROK-U.S. Alliance”
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