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KDVA and KUSAF Joint Message for “U.S.-ROK Alliance Memorial Week 2024”
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Remembering Service Members cannot fall upon the shoulders of their families and friends alone.
The Korea Defense Veterans Association (KDVA) and the Korea-US Alliance Foundation (KUSAF)
share this solemn undertaking to honor the service of the fallen and to ensure that their sacrifices
are not forgotten. The loss of a Service Member creates a void that can never be filled. However,
by honoring their service and by educating people about the impact that each made for freedom,
we may provide comfort and healing to those who will forever feel this loss.
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Forged under fire during war, the ROK-U.S. Alliance began as the United States and the Republic
of Korea stood shoulder to shoulder defending the Korean people from a communist invasion. For
almost 74 years, our two nations have worked together to preserve stability on the Korean
Peninsula and to provide security for the Korean people. It is important to remember that freedom
is never free, and the cost can be high. Since the start of the Korean War in 1950, over 130,000
ROK and 36,000 U.S. Service Members have been killed in action in Korea.
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KUSAF and KDVA have designated the “U.S.-ROK Alliance Memorial Week” for the period
beginning with the U.S. Memorial Day on May 27, 2024, until the ROK Memorial Day on June 6,
2024. We encourage Koreans and Americans to participate in Memorial Day ceremonies, visit
cemeteries and memorials, and learn more about those we honor by reading their stories or visiting
museums.
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Each year on ROK Memorial Day, Koreans pause at 10:00 a.m. in silent reflection of those who
paid the ultimate sacrifice in defense of their nation. KDVA asks its members and supporters to
pause at 3:00 p.m. EDT on U.S. Memorial Day to honor all U.S. Veterans who died while serving in
Korea (the time of 3:00 p.m. EDT will allow this observance to occur during daytime hours across
all six U.S. time zones). Through your participation, we will honor and remember the fallen, just as
their families and friends will.
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“Together for the ROK-U.S. Alliance”
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Curtis M. Scaparrotti Leem, Ho Young
General, U.S. Army (Retired) General, ROK Army (Retired)
President, KDVA President, KUSAF
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