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KUSAF and KDVA Joint Message Supporting and Congratulating
Exercise Freedom Shield 2023
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The defense of the Republic of Korea is of vital importance to the Korean and American people. As

the command responsible for the defense of Korea, the ROK-U.S. Combined Forces Command
(CFC) must train to be ready against a real threat from North Korea.

Fr S A AT FAE AL AR A4 3] AFAGT AL o) AF ofs)
NFEAL AZH 02 AAFUT A EEL Fo] YR8 5987 918 Ao m WFH ol
WA E7H 2 & AUt o] AF-2 Bl A J & AFS IdFT, T T, QR R A3 FAETA,
fAAE T TS BAE RUS A 58 SY% P2 Axe FEYSUS

The Korea Defense Veterans Association and the Korea-US Alliance Foundation fully support CFC’s
Exercise Freedom Shield and Warrior Shield Field Training Exercise (FTX). Military training is a
normal, essential, and irreplaceable part of any military’s ability to carry out its mission. This
Freedom Shield command post exercise integrated the operational practices and coordination of a
diverse and unified group that included the ROK Military, U.S. Forces Korea (USFK), CFC and its
subordinate component commands, and United Nations Command (UNC).
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The Warrior Shield FTX complemented the Freedom Shield exercise with field training to “further
enhance the ROK and U.S. militaries’ cooperation through air, land, sea, space, cyber and special
operations, and improve upon tactics, techniques and procedures” (from CFC’s press statement at
www.usfk.mil/Media/Press-Products/Press-Releases/Article/3317645/freedom-shield-23-set-to-
beqin/).
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Since many members of KUSAF and KDVA have participated in exercises in Korea, we understand
the very high level of equipment and training that occurs in Korea. Millions of Americans and Koreans
— many of whom are KDVA members — reflect fondly of their experiences in Korea training on the
same ground that the Korean War was fought in 1950-1953. KDVA members have recounted their

personal stories about the realistic training against a real threat across the DMZ — they are available
in the KDVA Digital Library (https://kdva.vet/digital-library/).
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KDVA and KUSAF thank the women and men serving in Korea for deterring North Korean
aggression and maintaining a secure environment for the 10" largest economy in the world, the
Republic of Korea.
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“Together for the ROK-U.S. Alliance”
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Jung, Seung Jo Curtis M. Scaparrotti
General, ROK Army (Retired) General, U.S. Army (Retired)
President, KUSAF President, KDVA



