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INTRODUCTION
Members and Friends of the Korea Defense Veterans Association,
What a great privilege it is to be working “Together for the ROK-U.S. Alliance.” I begin with this because I think it is important to be reminded
of the privilege from time to time. And there is no question that the Veterans who served in the Korean War and also the Korea Defense
Veterans who have served and are serving since the signing of the Armistice Agreement continue to be the heart of the ROK-U.S. Alliance.
In July, KDVA had the first KDVA Reunion in Washington, DC. It was a remarkable convening and connecting of members, partners, Veterans
organizations, supporters, ROKG and USG officials, think tank experts, and community leaders. With the continued support of the ROK
Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Affairs (MPVA) and the Korea-U.S. Alliance Foundation (KUSAF), we hope to make the KDVA Reunion an
annual event. We held the reunion concurrent with the Wall of Remembrance Dedication Ceremony at the Korean War Veterans Memorial
on July 27, 2022. If you have not seen the Wall of Remembrance, I strongly encourage you to do so at your first opportunity. It is impressive.
In this quarter’s journal, you will find some of the reflections and stories from the KDVA Reunion. The KDVA Journal continues to be your
journal for voicing your experiences and opinions about the Alliance and experiences in and with Korea. Thank you to the members, friends
and even our interns who contributed to this edition.
As we close out a very busy and meaningful summer, KDVA is looking forward to some upcoming events in the Fall. In October, we will
start the month with the “National U.S.-ROK Alliance Day” on October 1 – which also is the 69th anniversary of the signing of the ROK-U.S.
Mutual Defense Treaty. We will activate the KDVA Georgia Chapter in mid-October in Atlanta. Then at the end of October, we will conduct
the Korea Revisit Program for Korea Defense Veterans.
In November, KDVA will honor and celebrate the founding of the ROK-U.S. Combined Forces Command on November 7, 1978. CFC is the
embodiment of the close relationship that Americans and Koreans rely upon for the defense of the Republic of Korea and protection of
U.S. interests.
Please help by getting the word out about KDVA and our mission. Joining is free at kdva.vet – your service already paid for your membership!
“Together for the Alliance.”

Vincent K. Brooks
General, U.S. Army (Retired)
Chairman and President
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KDVA
MEMBERS

REGULAR MEMBERS:
- Former and current U.S. military & DOD personnel of U.S.
Forces Korea (“USFK”), Combined Forces Command (“CFC”),
or the U.S. Embassy in Seoul.
- U.S. military & DOD personnel who meet the requirements
for the Korea Service Medal (“KSM”) or the Korea Defense
Service Medal (“KDSM”).
- Korean Augmentation to United States Army (“KATUSA”)
Veterans.
- Retired ROK Military personnel who have served in or been
assigned to one of the following for at least three consecutive months.
- United Nations Command (“UNC”).
- CFC Headquarters and its components.
- ROK Embassy in the United States.
- Other ROK–U.S. Combined Commands.
- MND, JCS, and/or Service HQs.
- Former and current ROK government civilians of CFC and
USFK, if ROK law or regulations do not prohibit. ROK and U.S.
distinguished personnel who are dedicated to strengthening
the ROK–U.S. Alliance.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:
- Adult supporters of the ROK-U.S. Alliance.
- College students who are interested in the
U.S.-ROK Alliance.

HONORARY MEMBERS:

BENEFITS

FOR OUR MEMBERS
- Part of a premier professional organization.
- Help strengthen the important ROK-U.S. Alliance …
that you helped build and continue to serve.
- Honor and remember those who have served in
Korea.
- Networking and access to experts and experiences
found nowhere else.
- Mentor and mentee opportunities.
- Staying in touch with those who served with you in
Korea.
- Opportunities to participate in forums and events.
- Opportunities to volunteer in leadership positions.
- Opportunities for internships.
- Opportunities to be published.
- Opportunities for community service.

- ROK & U.S. distinguished personnel who are
dedicated to enhancing ROK-U.S. Alliance.
- Former and current U.S. and ROK government
interagency personnel who directly worked or work on
ROK-U.S. Alliance topics.

No need to reach for
your wallet to pay
membership fees ...
just click here for free
membership!
www.kdva.vet/join-kdva
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2022 KDVA Reunion, July 26-28, 2022

EXPERIENCING THE KOREA
DEFENSE VETERANS
A S S O C I AT IO N R E U N IO N A S
AN INTERN
By:Kaylie Welch

This photo is from the Wall of Remembrance dedication ceremony on July 27, 2022.

Through the KDVA Internship Program (KIP), I experienced and
supported the first KDVA Reunion held at the Mayflower Hotel
in Washington, D.C., in late July 2022. At the Reunion, I had the
opportunity to assist and support the KDVA staff, learn from those who
attended the events and spoke during the conference, and talk with
influential people who gave me insight into their careers in Korea –
U.S. relations. The Reunion lasted three days, each day with a different
focus and speakers.
On the first day of the KDVA Reunion, I assisted with setting up the
KDVA Reunion Icebreaker, where members were able to mingle and
get to know one another. As I was checking people in, I was able to
meet KDVA members and see firsthand an in-person KDVA event.
Through my role as an intern and assisting the KDVA staff, it was an
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exciting first glimpse on how the event was run behind the scenes and
be part of it.
The second day of the reunion was an all-day event, starting early
morning for the Wall of Remembrance Dedication Ceremony held at
the Korean War Veterans Memorial. The ceremony was inspiring as many
showed up at the event to see the unveiling of the Wall of Remembrance
featuring the names of more than 36,000 Americans who died fighting
in the Korean War and 7,100 KATUSA soldiers. While sitting in the crowd
with other KDVA members, I could see how much the event meant to
the Veterans. Many stayed seated not to miss the momentous occasion,
even while the sun was beating down on us for the duration of the
event. Shortly after returning to the Mayflower Hotel, the ROK-U.S.
Alliance Peace Conference began, which hosted many senior officials to

Colonel (Retired) Seung Joon “Steve” Lee, KDVA Senior Vice President, introducing me as a KIP and recognizing me for the work I did at the KDVA Reunion.

speak about their experience and hopes for the ROK-U.S. Alliance. After
the Alliance Peace Conference ended, a short reception was held for KDVA
members before they went to the Twilight Tattoo, a live-action military
pageant held at Fort Myers, Virginia. The Secretary of the Army, the
Honorable Christine Wormuth, attended the reception as well. Although
the second day had many events throughout the day, each displayed how
the Korean War has shaped those around us and transformed the ROK –
U.S. Alliance to be what it is today.

Although I could not attend the last few workshops or the KDVA Reunion
Dinner, what I did get to attend influenced me greatly and helped me see
the ROK – U.S. Alliance through the eyes of Veterans and Alliance-based
organizations. As an intern for the KDVA, I am grateful to have had the
opportunity to learn so much from those who attended the event and to
learn more about the ROK – U.S. Alliance.

Initially, when I planned my trip to Washington, D.C. for the KDVA
Reunion, I did not intend to stay for the third and final day. However, after
meeting KDVA members, hearing about their experiences and attending
unforgettable events with them, I changed my flight so that I could attend
the rest of the sessions. For sessions two and three on the third and final
day of the Reunion, stories were told by Korea Defense Veterans and the
KDVA Workshop was held. For session two, many notable speakers either
had first-hand experience in Korea as a Veteran, had a family member
who served, or was a Veteran who had recently gone on the Korea Revisit
Program back to Korea. Finally, in session three, the KDVA Workshop
included speakers from local KDVA Chapters, the ROK-U.S. Combined
Forces Command, KATUSA Veterans Association, Van Fleet Foundation,
US - Korea Alliance Foundation, Second Indianhead Division Association,
and Veteran Businesses.

KDVA ROK-U.S. Alliance Journal: Issue 2022-3
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ROK-U.S. COMBINE FORCES
COMMAND
By: Gi Deok Kim

current Korea-U.S. Combined Forces Command (CFC) was established in
November 1978.
The ROK-U.S. Combined Forces Command is one of the most important
Commands internationally. During the KDVA Reunion’s Workshop Session,
U.S. Colonel Richard Butler, the CFC Plans Chief, commented that the
cultural, social, and economic center of the Indo-Pacific is moving to East
Asia. This makes CFC central in the continuous cooperation with Korea
and Japan, the most important allies of the United States in the region.
Throughout the years, CFC has put processes in place to reasonably
handle crisis actions and problem solving. Decision-making is determined
in a total of seven stages: receipt of the mission, analysis of the mission,
proposal of the action policy, analysis of the opponent's combat power,
analysis of the livelihood policy, comparison of the action policy, approval
of the action policy, and preparation of plans and orders. Basically, CFC
has created a process to respond quickly to North Korea's provocations
or invasion.
Colonel Butler said the reason for the U.S. military presence in South Korea
is clear, and their alliance system is solid. This is because the United States
and its allies defend democracy and protect free markets. So far, most of
CFC’s attention has been focused on North Korea. However, the recent
crisis caused by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and threats from China have
led to the need for a more diversified analysis of the mission.

ROK President Yoon Seok-yeol's government launched the “Ulchi
Freedom Shield∙UFS” exercise from August 22 to September 1, 2022
normalizing practical training for the first time in four years. Considering
that so much of the Korea-U.S. training above the regimental level has
disappeared, this year's goal is to restore training routines as much as
the battalion-level through regimental level training in 13 fields. Due to
the recent invasion of Ukraine and threats from North Korea, the training
is expected to be conducted more strictly. The ROK-U.S. Combined
Forces Command (CFC) plays a pivotal role in the training.
CFC is the command of the ROK Armed Forces and the United States
Forces Korea (USFK) that protects the Republic of Korea. CFC was
established on November 7, 1978, and is currently located at USAG
Humphreys Base in Pyeongtaek, Gyeonggi-do. According to the ROK
Ministry of National Defense, in January 1977, U.S. President James Carter
wanted to withdraw the remaining U.S. 2nd Infantry Division from the
Republic of Korea. The U.S. and ROK then discussed the establishment
of the Allied Command to enhance Korea's defense capabilities by
efficiently integrating the operational command system related to
the possible withdrawal of U.S. ground troops from Korea. Thus, the
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According to Colonel Butler, China is currently working on a number of
schemes to alienate relations between the United States and its allies.
According to him, many allies are threatened by China, and the alliance
system should prevent it, he said. The alliance includes South Korea, the
United States, Japan, and Australia. In addition, he criticized China, Russia,
and North Korea for their human rights abuses and stressed that they
should prevent indiscriminate threats.
The ROK-U.S. Combined Forces Command plays a pivotal role in
maintaining peace in East Asia. The importance of CFC has become more
prominent curbing the impact of possible war, especially since Russia
began the war against Ukraine.
[참고/Reference]
조선일보, 2022년 08월 23일, A6면, 노석조 기자
전술의 본질, 기모토 히로아키 지음, 강태욱 옮김
대한민국 국방부, https://www.mnd.go.kr/mbshome/mbs/mnd/
subview.jsp?id=mnd_010703030000
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KATUSA Veterans Association

By:Subin Youn
During the KDVA Reunion & ROK-U.S. Alliance Peace Conference in late
July 2022, the third session was the KDVA Workshop, which allowed KDVA’s
associated organizations to give a presentation. Among them was the
KATUSA Veterans Association (KVA). Mr. Jung Yang, General Manager with
KVA, gave a brief introduction and overview of KVA. Many executives of
the KVA, including Mr. Kim Hae-sung, Chairman, and Mr. Kim Jong-Wook,
the Emeritus Chairman and a Board Member of KDVA and the Korea-U.S.
Alliance Foundation, participated in the KDVA Reunion.
KATUSA stands for the Korean Augmentation to the United States Army.
On August 15, 1950, KATUSA was founded through an informal agreement
between the President of the Republic of Korea, Syngman Rhee, and the
Commander-in-Chief of the United Nations Command, General Douglas
MacArthur.
The KATUSA Veterans Association is an organization that consists of people
who have served or is currently serving as a KATUSA. KVA was legally
incorporated as a nonprofit organization in 2013 and recognized by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the Republic of Korea. KVA's core role is to
support relations between the two countries and strengthen the alliance
through cultural exchange programs. It also promotes the well-being
of Korean War Veterans and supports the welfare of active-duty service
members of the United States Forces Korea. KVA members can be called
civilian diplomats and will continuously support the U.S. and foreign service
members, especially from countries that served in the Korean War. Today,
KVA is branching out not only in Korea but also abroad. The estimated
number of KATUSAs is around 300,000, and around 10,000 are KVA
members.

KVA has ongoing activities, including the KATUSA War Ceremony and
Dinner. They present a plaque of appreciation to service members for
their exceptional service in Korea through the Change of Command and
Responsibility Ceremony. They support the Army Birthday Ball, KATUSA and
U.S. Army Friendship Week, and Manchu Mile Training. They also support
the KATUSA Training Academy (KTA) Graduation Ceremony.
Recent events that the KVA has participated in are the MOU (Memorandum
of Understanding) signing ceremony with KDVA to work together to
strengthen the bilateral alliance between the Republic of Korea and the
United States; the Wall of Remembrance donation ceremony at the Korean
War Veterans Memorial on April 15, 2022, where KVA and KDVA donated
$50,000 for the Wall of Remembrance; the 2022 Best KATUSA-U.S. Soldier
Award Ceremony, Camp Casey; the United States Army 247th Birthday Ball;
and the Change of Command Ceremony of the 28th and 29th Republic
Korea Army Support Group Commander which was held at the KATUSA
Training Academy (KTA) camp.
During the Q&A, an audience member asked about Mr. Jung Yang's personal
experience with KVA. As a KATUSA, he said that people can feel the alliance
relationship emphasized by KATUSAs and a significant relationship between
the United States and the ROK Army. He explained that KATUSA today is
the backbone of the Korea-U.S. Alliance to understand each other's culture
with their own stories. He talked about his colleagues' experiences and said
the KATUSA program can help improve each other's linguistic skills and help
understand each other’s ideas about culture through the two languages.
Today, KATUSA has become a testament to the solidity of the Korea-U.S.
Alliance.

KDVA ROK-U.S. Alliance Journal: Issue 2022-3
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REMEMBERING “THE WILL TO
WIN”: INTRODUCING THE VAN
FLEET FOUNDATION INC.
By: June Young Lee

After showing distinguished leadership during the Second World War
and the Greek Civil War, General James Alward Van Fleet first came to
the Republic of Korea on April 14, 1951, to replace General Matthew
B. Ridgeway as the Commanding General of the Eighth United
States Army (McChristian, 2016). His role was to lead the Korean
and the United States forces to fight against the North Korean and
Communist Chinese invasion in the Korean War (McChristian, 2016).
Within eight days after his appointment, General Van Fleet faced
an all-out offensive from the 350,000 man Communist Chinese
Army (McChristian, 2022). Despite his predecessor's advice to forfeit
Seoul, General Van Fleet fought and successfully defended the city
(McChristian, 2022). Merely a month later, in late May, the United
Nations Forces not only routed the Chinese force but also were
chasing them (McChristian, 2022). It was another manifestation of
General Van Fleet's lifelong motto, "The Will to Win," which the Van
Fleet Foundation commemorates (McChristian, 2016).

9
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General Van Fleet made Korea his second home during his
appointment as the Commanding General from April 14, 1951,
to January 29, 1953 (McChristian, 2016). His service covered
most of the Korean War. Throughout his tenure, he focused
on rebuilding and training the newly born Republic of Korea's
military force to ensure they knew "the Will to Win" before any
further conduct of war (McChristian, 2016). Further, General
Van Fleet established one of the earliest military academies in
Korea since its independence (McChristian, 2016). It included
the Korea Military Academy, also known as "the West Point of
Korea," and of which Koreans still refer to General Van Fleet as
the “Father of the Korean Army” (McChristian, 2016).
Such are only parts of his legacy in the Republic of Korea. Korea
was also where he lost his son Captain James Alward Van Fleet
Jr., who was missing in action during his flight mission over
North Korea (McChristian, 2022). He concluded his term as the

Commanding General on January 29, 1953, with a farewell address, saying:
"I shall come back. You have made me a part of you. I know you are a part
of me. I shall not ask you to give me back my heart—I leave it with you"
(McChristian, 2016). Faithfully to his word, General Van Fleet participated
as one of the five founding signatories establishing the Korea Society
in New York on November 20, 1957. The Society aimed "To further and
continue the friendly relationship ... between the American people and
the people of Korea through mutual understanding" so that "their peoples
may ... continue their contribution to the improvement of mankind"
(McChristian, 2016). He also was the first person to coin the now-famous
term "the Miracle of the Han," after witnessing the economic growth of
the Republic of Korea (McChristian, 2016). Likewise, his support for the
Koreans continued, even in the shipbuilding sector, which became the
pillar of Seoul's economy (McChristian, 2022). Even after his retirement,
General Van Fleet remained the living symbol of the ROK-U.S. Alliance,
serving the relationship between the two countries until his last days
(McChristian, 2016; 2022).
Mr. Joseph A. McChristian Jr., the grandson of General Van Fleet, said that
he established the Van Fleet Foundation Inc. "to share the inspiration,
wisdom, and knowledge of General Van Fleet" (McChristian, 2022 Personal
Interview). The Van Fleet Foundation is a 503(c)(3) charity foundation and
a not-for-profit corporation in the State of Florida (McChristian, 2016; The
Van Fleet Foundation, Inc., Who We Are, 2019). The core objective of the
Foundation is to:
"To honor the life and leadership of James Alward Van Fleet through the
preservation of his archives, promotion of historical research, publication
of relevant articles and books, and participation in compelling programs
and events that celebrate and perpetuate his legacy" (The Van Fleet
Foundation, Inc., What We Do, 2019).
Accordingly, the Foundation publishes and preserves the Digital Archive
(The Van Fleet Foundation Inc., Van Fleet Digital Archive, 2019). General
Van Fleet maintained his 800-page-long typewritten journal during his
term as the Commanding General of the Eighth Army in Korea as well as
other documents, correspondences, and resources throughout his career
(McChristian, 2022). He donated this massive archive to the George C.
Marshall Foundation in 1989 (McChristian, 2016). The Van Fleet Foundation
has been conducting a project to completely digitize this sizable number
of documents in cooperation with the Marshall Foundation so that more
historians, researchers, policymakers, and leaders to freely access the
records of General Van Fleet (McChristian, 2016; The Van Fleet Foundation
Inc., Van Fleet Digital Archive, 2019). The Digital Archive would be valuable
for different types of people: for historians as a valuable primary source;
for policymakers and military officers as a model precedent; and for the
public as examples of leadership to obtain "the Will to Win" (McChristian,
2016; 2022; The Van Fleet Foundation Inc., Van Fleet Digital Archive, 2019).

throughout his career is what Korea Veterans served for and continue
to serve for. Remembering and honoring who fought for the common
cause of preserving and protecting the ROK-U.S. Alliance are the
common objectives of the Van Fleet Foundation and KDVA.
Then, how can the Van Fleet Foundation and KDVA continue to work
with each other in the future? First, the two organizations can mutually
benefit from coordinating future events for a common cause, such as
fundraising or commemoration activities (The Van Fleet Foundation,
Inc., What We Do, 2019). This approach is in effect already. Still, the
two organizations may find further collaboration in the Digital Archive
(The Van Fleet Foundation Inc., Van Fleet Digital Archive, 2019). General
Van Fleet's deeds are inseparable parts of the history of the Korean
War, and his contributions benefitted strengthening of the ROK-U.S.
Alliance even after his term (McChristian, 2016). By collaborating in
developing digital archives that make the information and resources
about the Korean War and the Alliance available to the public in the
future, both organizations may find paths to achieving their common
objectives with synergy. This paper concludes with hopes of closer ties
and cooperation between the Van Fleet Foundation and KDVA, which
may enhance the remembrance of General Van Fleet, Korea Veterans,
and others who served to strengthen the ROK-U.S. Alliance.
References
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Given the common purpose of remembering the ones who served for
the ROK-U.S. Alliance, the partnership between the Van Fleet Foundation
and the Korea Defense Veterans Association (KDVA) is having a synergetic
effect. General Van Fleet symbolizes the indivisible alliance between
the United States and the Republic of Korea. What he had worked for
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KDVA LOCAL CHAPTERS

Richard Lencz and Kevin Miller discussing their respective local chapters and how local chapters support the ROK-U.S. Alliance and Korea Veterans.

By: Kaylie Welch
The third session of the KDVA Reunion included a workshop held
by various organizations, including the local Korea Defense Veterans
Association Chapters, the ROK-U.S. Combined Forces Command,
KATUSA Veterans Association, Van Fleet Foundation, US - Korea Alliance
Foundation, Second Indianhead Division Association, and Veteran
Businesses. Something that has become an essential part of KDVA is
its local chapters. Richard Lencz and Kevin Miller were the speakers
that gave some insight on the importance of the chapters for KDVA.
Currently, the Hawaii Chapter is the only active chapter in the United
States (the KDVA Korea Chapter has been active since KDVA’s founding
in 2017), but the Georgia Chapter will be launching in October 2022.
The KDVA Hawaii Chapter started in December of 2021, during the ROKU.S. Alliance Peace Conference. Richard Lencz began his work as chapter
president by reaching out to different people and organizations in
Hawaii who care about the ROK-U.S. Alliance and our Veterans, like the
Korean American Foundation. Due to COVID-19 restrictions in Hawaii,
he had some minor setbacks because he could not meet with people
and organizations in person. Now, with COVID-19 easing, he has been
able to attend several events in Hawaii and encourage people to join
KDVA. Mr. Lencz is working to educate others about the Alliance, and
recognize and support Korea Veterans.
Kevin Miller spoke about the Georgia Chapter that will be launching
soon. Georgia is a significant state for the ROK-U.S. Alliance as it has
the 3rd largest Korean-American population, is the #1 state with direct
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Korean investment, have reputable international relations universities,
and hosts many veterans organizations. Although Mr. Miller did not
discuss specific organizations he plans to work with once the Georgia
Chapter is established, he did discuss the benefits of having chapters as
it will be “boots on the ground” for KDVA.
Having local chapters for KDVA has many benefits, including the “boots
on the ground” example that Kevin Miller discussed. Establishing
local chapters in each state will allow for greater outreach to the
community, allowing KDVA to engage with and connect Korea Veterans
and community leaders, groups, and opportunities. This will promote
participation among the community with various veteran events and
facilitate the building of chapters to support Korea Veterans. Another
benefit that they stressed when talking about local chapters is the cultural
exchange and awareness that can occur. By October 2022, there will be
two active KDVA chapters in the United States. KDVA is always looking
to expand both in physical chapters and virtual common interest group
chapters to connect members and Veterans and continue to educate
and strengthen the ROK-US Alliance.
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Korea Veterans Stories:
Sharon Extrom and Janice
Sheridan
By: Subin Youn
At the end of July 2022, the KDVA Reunion & ROK-U.S. Alliance Peace
Conference was held. For three days, there were various activities, including
panel discussions, a KDVA Workshop, and stories from KDVA members. On
the second day, in Session 2, KDVA members shared their personal stories.
Among them, Sharon Extrom and Janice Sheridan, are daughters of a
Korean War Veteran, Robert Extrom. They told the story of their father, who
reluctantly shared his stories with them and what he experienced firsthand.
Sharon and Janice shared his stories by reading letters from their father
during the Korean War. In his letter, he said he went on board the Buckner,
headed for Kobe, Japan, for training; his division received orders for the
Incheon Landing. They landed on the beach on September 15, 1950, and
as he came down the rope from a small ship with his gear, he was targeted
by the enemy because he was holding a radio. There were many stories
describing situations he experienced like how he was a mile away from
Seoul and was moving fast, attacking enemies; getting out of a trap; and
soldiers attacking each other just because they were the enemy. Another
letter from September 30, 1950, said he changed his socks and washed
his hair for the third time since he left Japan, which made him feel like a
human being again. It was a story that illustrated the poor situation during
the Korean War.

much about the war. Sharon and Janice said they knew their father served
in Korea but knew he was reticent. The stories began to pour out as he got
older, looking at the Marine ring he was wearing. Janice said they contacted
Linda Brown of the Korean War educator site and recorded him with several
questions. She described how painful it was to hear her father when he
was sleeping or taking a nap, often asking for help in his sleep. Ms. Namhi
Park, the first daughter of General Paik, Sun-yup, expressed sympathy for
their suffering, saying that she too is the child of a Korean War Veteran like
them. She thanked their father and the United States, saying she knows the
sacrifices and benefits of U.S. presence in Korea.
Through Sharon and Janice, we know what their father went through during
the Korean War. Sharon said her dad didn't like to get attention talking about
the war. However, there was a heroic category among the categories of
ceremonies held in the village where she grew up, and she emailed her
father's story. His story won, and although he did not express it, he was
delighted. Even though their father refused to talk about the war and what
he went through, they could see how the war affected him and the pain he
suffered after the war. We must thank our Veterans and always remember
their sacrifices through their stories.

One of his stories said that his friend, Bill Barks, volunteered in his place
as another radio operator. That patrol was ambushed by the Chinese who
surrounded the bridge, which provided the Marine's retreat. They shot off
Bill's radio antenna cutting all communications. He later found Bill on a
stretcher on the side of the road. Fifty-three years later, they were able to
exchange emails and said that it was a story that they would never forget.
Janice referenced “Soldier's Heart,” now called PTSD, and how these stories
will always be with her father. He felt guilty for killing the enemy, who might
be someone's father, and had to close his eyes and continue the war before
thinking too hard about it. Through the letters their father wrote during the
war, he vividly told the stories that he had experienced, and they accepted
these stories as the daughters of a Korean War Veteran.
During the audience Q&A, people asked how Sharon and Janice got their
father to tell stories about the war. They said that their father didn't talk
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2022 KDVA Reunion, July 26-28, 2022
“Stories about Korea
Veterans”: Colonel (Retired)
Dave Maxwell
Focus Lens, Team Spirit, and training with the Korean Special Forces. He was
promoted to Major and went to the School of Advanced Military Studies.

By:Yujin Kang
Colonel (Ret.) Dave Maxwell is one of the most respected think tank experts
on Korea. He is also actively mentoring younger people who are interested
in the ROK-U.S. Alliance and Korea.
Colonel Maxwell was in the 3rd Infantry Division in Germany when he
volunteered to go to Korea as a Captain, rather than go to Fort Jackson to
train troops. In June 1986 when he arrived at the 506th Infantry Regiment,
he said, “It was a great welcome. Camp Greaves, DMZ, was a wonderful
place. Great place, great soldiers, and being able to patrol the DMZ.” Colonel
Maxwell emphasized the meaning of the DMZ: “I can give chapter and
verse on why the DMZ is important both for the training of U.S. soldiers but
also the interoperability of South Korea and U.S. soldiers. It can give a break
to the ROK battalions from patrolling. I think strategically the DMZ would
send a powerful message to have U.S. Forces operating with Korean Forces
on the DMZ.”
He had a lot of memorable experiences during his duty in the DMZ.
Christmas day in 1987 was particularly special to him. “It was a daylight
patrol. We were laying on a rice paddy that had snow on it. At that time,
both South and North Korea played propaganda music. We were able to
give them tapes of what we wanted them to play - The Beach Boys (1961).
I will never forget that.” Another experience that he remembers is when
the Battalion Commander, the Battalion Command Sergeant Major, First
Sergeant, Reenlistment NCO, and he hiked up to the DMZ and the overlook
of the 1st ROK Division area and the South Barrier Fence during moonlight.
By chance, the southern side loudspeakers played The Battle Hymn of the
Republic (1963).
Dave Maxwell went on to Special Forces Training after he left Camp Greaves.
He was in every exercise in Korea from 1989 to 1994: Foal Eagle, Ulchi
13
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Many people thought that North Korea was going to collapse and because
Colonel Maxwell had written about the catastrophic collapse of North Korea,
he was sent back to Korea to be the C3 Plans officer and was tasked to
plan for the possibility of North Korean instability and collapse. The project
provided a great opportunity to work with his friend and mentor, Robert
Collins. What followed is what they formed the “Super combined working
group.” With the ROK-JCS planners and ROK-U.S. CFC planners, he developed
a plan for instability and collapse. He said, “We looked hard at the problem,
and we never predicted if or when North Korea would collapse or if there
would be instability. If it happens, it will be catastrophic and we need to be
prepared for it. What makes it difficult is that the conditions that could lead
to collapse could lead to war.”
In 2006 at Camp Humphreys, he was with the ROK 5th Special Forces
Brigade to train the troops to do airfield seizures. Camp Humphreys was
home to a small aviation brigade at the time and had not grown much over
the years. He went back in 2019 and saw the amazing transformation to
Camp Humphreys. “Korea has given American Forces a gift like no other. We
all know it is the largest U.S. military base outside of the United States. We
are grateful to the Korean Allies for providing the support. 93% of 8.7 billion
dollars was funded by the Korean government.”
Although his last assignment in Korea was in 2006, he continues to be
engaged with the ROK-U.S. Alliance. He said, “In my blood, in my DNA, there
is something about Korea and it makes Korea my second home. It comes
down to relationships. People here (at the KDVA Reunion) will understand
what I am saying, and I am here because I believe in our Alliance, our
missions, our relationship.” He not only forged relationships with soldiers,
but with Korea itself. He was a Company Commander and had 160 KATUSA
soldiers in his Combat Support Company. As he struggled to learn Korean
from language instructors and his wife by mimicking their accents, he
was once told by a KATUSA sergeant that he speaks like a Korean woman
(because most of his Korean was learned from women!). He has family
connections in Korea and his daughter was born in Seoul.
While Colonel Maxwell retired in 2011, he has kept close to Korea relations.
He worked at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies to work on
issues about Korea and Northeast Asia. He was asked by the Global Peace
Foundation to help work on civil society support for a free and unified
Korea. Dave Maxwell said his experience with Korea is one of great love,
joy, and hardship. “Korea is one of the last places in the U.S. military that has
camaraderie because of the nature of the mission and the location, but also
most importantly because of the people serving together.”

Our Veterans and Supporters

My Thirteen Months in Korea:
From My Diary
DMZ duty was not a cakewalk. The next day was orientation and much
of what we heard from those going home was not exaggerated. The
contact between U.S. and ROK forces with North Korean special forces,
although sporadic, was hot and heavy, as I would soon find out. Later
the afternoon of 14 March, we were loaded on a Duce and a half and
headed north. Along the way we would stop several soldiers would be
called and the would leave us. When we got to Freedom Bridge the
driver got out and told us to be alert because anything goes on the
other side of the Bridge.
Freedom Bridge was our link between the Zone and the domestic part
of South Korea. It was wired to be blown up if Joe, the North Koreans
for short, was to jump, come south in an invasion. As we would later
find out our mission was to hold Joe for three minutes till the Bridge
could be destroyed. As we crossed the Bridge I saw armed American
forces walking guard duty on the Bridge. A few minutes later we
arrived at 2/23 Inf. Battalion Headquarters where we received our unit
assignments. I drew Company C.
By: Fred Solomon
Arrived in Korea, from Fort Lewis Washington, 13 March 68. Both Tet
and the seizing of the American Spy Ship Pueblo had taken place in
January 1968. Vietnam was ablaze in war, multipole causalities every
day. Back home major protests and antiwar sentiment.
Wow, I lucked out going to Korea. The war had ended in 1953, or so I
thought, was I ever in for a big surprise. Having a 11Bravo, MOS, small
arms infantry, I really has no idea what our mission would be, it wasn’t
too long before I found out. Without computers or other research
vehicles I had no idea regarding what was transpiring in Korea. Today,
with the internet, research is at your fingertips.
On 13, March ’68, I landed with six others at Kimpo Airport. There were
only six because someone at Ft. Lewis screwed up, what else is new,
and we were left off the military flight and had to fly on North West
Orient Airlines into Tokyo, stay overnight, in Japan, and then fly into
Korea the next day. Our night out on the town in the Ginza, Tokyo, will
be left to be told another day.
As I said we landed at Kimpo and drew our TA50, our gear in civilian
language. As we drew ours there were guys handing theirs in before
going home. Naturally there was banter between those going home
and their Turtles, new arrivals, about what is happening up on the
Zone. The officers and NCOs tried to separate the groups but enough
information was passed between us to make us understand that the

It was about 5 PM when I finally arrived at Charlie Company and
nobody was around except for those at the Command Post. I checked
in and was assigned to the third platoon. I was told which hootch,
quonset hut, belonged to the third platoon, weapons squad, and to
sleep in any bunk because no one would be back till the morning. I
checked into the mess hall and was welcomed by those who were not
assigned Barrier or Patrol duty that day.
Do to all the traveling, I had no trouble sleeping. Morning came quickly
as the returning guys dropped off their gear before heading to the
mess hall for breakfast. Guys quickly welcomed me and invited me to
breakfast. It seems I had chosen to only empty bunk to sleep that night
and which then became my bunk along with a locker and foot locker.
Breakfast was a learning experience. I soon learned that conditions
were hot in our piece of the Zone. I was told things were not good
with our antiquated equipment, most of which were from the 1950’s.
We had trained with M14 rifles so I was comfortable with my M14.
All of the M16’s were going to Vietnam as well as modern tanks and
artillery. To my utter surprise I was told that as of 1 April, those of
us assigned to the Zone would be collecting Hazardous Fire Pay, or
commonly known as Combat Pay. Welcome to your new home for the
next thirteen months.
The compound was on a hillside, shaped like a reversed letter J, with
a deep depression within the J. Central to that depression was the
common latrine, for the entire company, our mess hall and a flat field
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that was used to mount the vehicles for the ride to the Barrier Fence.
The Motor pool was away from the barracks on the opposite side of
the compound’s main and only road.
The barracks were, quonset huts, one for each squad, consisting
of about ten common bunks and a walled of section in the rear
consisting of two bunks for the sergeants. Heat was supplied by to
diesel space heaters which never lasted thru the night. One brave
soul was designated to refuel and light the heaters before the rest
of the guys woke up. It was March and I was to find out that the rice
paddies up here did not thaw and melt till June.
It would not be long before I was called to the CQ, for orientation
and assignment of a M14 rifle.
I was told about the Imjim Scouts, and I would receive additional
training specific to our mission in Korea. After twenty missions I
would qualify to wear the Imjim Scout badge.
The Captain, who was a Marine Sgt. During the Korean War
welcomed me, introducing me to several of the officers I would
be working with. It was explained that the company was short of
personal and the barrier duties would mix men from different
platoons. That very night I had Barrier duty. The Barrier was a
chain linked fence approximately eight feet tall with three coils of
concertina wire on top. I know that it was put up only within a year
of my getting to Korea and was a blessing to have. It stretched the
eighteen miles of the American controlled section of the Zone, I
don’t know if the ROK section had fencing. To the north side of the
fence were antipersonnel minefields and intrusion devices, which
could detect ground movement and the presence of metals. The
ground movement devices were sensitive enough to detect the
movements of animals moving on the other side of the fence, many
times setting off mines.

15
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On our side of the fence we had sand bag trenches for protection,
each having a bunker attached, with a small wood stove that would
keep you from freezing. The trenches were approximately fifty feet
back from the fence. If you had a hole mate that you could rely on
not to fall asleep, duty could be broken up so both of you did not
have to be out all night. Armament for each bunker was different.
Some the basic equipment, M-14, M-79 grenade launcher maybe an
M-60 machine gun and some Claymore mines and trip flair. Commo
was by hard wired phones. Our compound was only a quarter mile in
the rear of the barrier fence. We had two Operation Posts assigned
to our company OP#1 and OP#3. Each OP monitored the intrusion
devices in their sector as well as having a light Jeep, for suppling light
missions if called for by the hole commanders along the barrier fence.
That basically was the operation along the Barrier Fence except for
Center gate. The Center gate bunker was the gate keeper for the DMZ
patrols. The gate was on the extreme left of our bunker zone. The area
left of the gate hole was manned by Bravo Company, 2/23 Inf. For
Charlie Company, except for rare circumstances, is where we entered
the DMZ for patrol and resupply of GP Gladys.
GP Gladys was the last piece of the operation for Charlie Company.
Way out in the Zone was Guard Post Gladys, about two hundred and
fifty meters from the Mason Dixon Line, formally known as the Military
Demarcation Line. Gladys was maned twenty-four hours a day, it’s job
was to keep an eye on North Korea and be an early warning for any
mass intrusion. Duty was for a week at a time with rotating personal.
It also provided a warm up location for winter night patrols.
These were all the components that comprised Charlie Company’s
mission while up on the Zone.

Our Veterans and Supporters

My Coldest Place

By: Norm Spivey
Every January I am reminded of the coldest place I’ve ever served. While
there are certainly colder locales on the planet, the military training areas in
the Republic of Korea are the most bone chilling cold I’ve ever experienced!
I am not quite sure how, but during my three tours in Korea I always found
myself in field training exercises during the month of January. My first
experience was January 1999 when serving as the battery executive officer
of an ADA Bradley Stinger Fighting Vehicle Battery assigned to 1st Brigade,
2nd Infantry Division.

Common practice was to leave the heater wide open on an armored
vehicle as another military truism is if you turn it off, it might not turn
back on! Probably not the best idea and often the heaters would break.
The Bradley would quickly turn into a steel icebox. Crews would stop in
their tracks (pun intended) and refuse to move or continue participation
in the exercise until their heater got fixed!

Not sure who planned a Brigade-level training event in January, but there
we were, a mass of freezing humanity and steel scattered throughout a
training area known as “Twin Bridges” not far from the city of Uijeongbu.
How cold was it? The highs during that two week long exercise averaged
around 0 Fahrenheit and the lows occasionally dipped as low as -15
Fahrenheit. What’s more, it was a very bitter, dry cold as there was little
moisture in the air that particular January.

As a testament to US Forces Korea logistics and maintenance, the parts
would get through the supply chain rapidly and out to maintainers who
could repair just about anything in the field. The Bradley (and crew) would
be back in the fight in no time! Thankfully, the heater in my M577 tracked
vehicle didn’t break -- in fact it worked like a champ! The silver lining for
me during this two week exercise in exposure was my mid-tour leave was
scheduled shortly after returning from the field. I planned a vacation to
Australia, where it was summer. Just a week after experiencing freezing
temperatures in Korea, I would be laying on a beach near Sydney.

While serving in the military, I firmly believed in the truism, “train as
you fight,” but it sure didn’t make living out in the elements any easier.
Nevertheless, operating in those conditions does build confidence in
cold weather gear and equipment. On that note, there were a few comic
moments when the heaters on the M2 Bradley’s would break.

Fast forward about 15 years to 2013. Just about every battalion on
Peninsula gets two weeks a year designated for weapons and small unit
tactics training at Warrior Base, an extensive range complex located
literally right next to the DMZ (de-militarized zone). I always wondered
whose idea it was to build a massive range training complex up against
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the DMZ. In my opinion, the decision was pure brilliance! The ranges
are in use nearly every day, both day and night by US or Republic of
Korea forces. It must be a bit demoralizing for anyone listening to the
near incessant weapons fire. However, I digress….

Marine force on the northeast coast of North Korea near the border
with China. The decisive move would cut off the remaining North
Korean forces and bring an end to the conflict just six months after
it had begun.

Probably the worst time to take your unit to this training complex
is either July during the monsoon season or in January in the bitter
cold. Of course, you can probably guess when an Air Defense Artillery
battalion gets scheduled for their two range weeks! Not only did we
get soaked in the monsoons of July, but also, for two Januarys in a row,
we deployed 400 soldiers from our home base near Seoul up to the
range facilities on the DMZ.

There is a saying about the best laid plans. The weather was
unfathomably cruel that winter. What’s worse, in winter of 1950,
China entered the war, pouring tens of thousands of troops across
the border. The greatly outnumbered American and ROK forces were
suddenly in a life and death struggle taking incredible losses. When
considering the almost insurmountable challenges those heroes
faced in the unspeakably harsh winter of 1950, it made a one or two
week training exercise in January seem like child’s play. Remembering
their sacrifice was one of the many coping mechanisms I used often
while serving in Korea and when training in my personal coldest
place.

Unlike my 1999 experience, thankfully there were heated barracks for
sleeping but when out on the ranges all day, it was full exposure!
The temps were the same as I remembered from 1999. Highs at 0
Fahrenheit or single digits and lows dipping down into the negatives.
Fortunately, the cold weather gear in 2013 was much improved.
The week-long training event on the bitter cold ranges was tough,
but watching soldiers gain confidence in their ability to operate in
extreme environments was priceless.
Whenever I started feeling sorry for myself about soldiering in the
bitter cold of Korea, I always reflected on the US and Korean Soldiers
who fought over seventy years ago in the Korean War. Korean winters
were probably even more inhospitable from 1950-1953 and the
equipment issued to soldiers certainly was not of the caliber it is today.
One example of the impact of a harsh winter environment during the
Korean War was the battle of the Chosin Reservoir. In late November
1950, General MacArthur sought to repeat the success of the Incheon
landing and bring a quick end to the conflict by landing an Army and
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If you want to learn more about the Battle of Chosin Reservoir, I
highly recommend The Frozen Chosen by Thomas McKelvey Cleaver.
It is a riveting account of one of the toughest yet often overlooked
battles in history.
About the author. Norm Spivey is a retired Army, Air Defense
Artillery Colonel and was honored to serve three assignments in
the Republic of Korea over the course of his military career. He
continues to work in missile defense and writes in his weekly blog,
www.normspivey.com.
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Korean DMZ War
entitled “A Story of a Cold War Veteran” in the Memorial Day Weekend
paper special edition. This Korean “DMZ” War Veteran told me that he saw
that chopper get shot down by the North Koreans; he was on point on the
DMZ with the Second Infantry Division and witnessed the incident as it
happened. He said when he read my story and about the medical chopper
and the deaths mentioned, it sent shivers up his spine and he had to call
me and confirm - I sure was glad he called.
I served at A-7-2 a Hawk Missile Battery near Osan U.S.A.F.B. We had North
Korean MiGs flying right over our Missile Tac Site and could see the Red Star
on the MiGs. We would lock on with our missiles but we could not shoot
them down. It would take an act of Congress for that to happen, and they
knew it and used it against us by playing physiological warfare with us. It
took its toll on many of us, even me; you never knew if they were going to
drop 500 pounders or napalm us or not.
In 2011, my Grand Nephew a PFC Daniel McCullough, U S Army, served in
Korea with the Second Infantry Division as a Crew Chief on a Black Hawk
medevac (Dust Off) Chopper. I am so proud of him and his crew and
family. He is home safe and sound from his tour of duty in “Freedoms
Frontier” with his little family. Daniel sent me his copy of a “Thank You from
the Korean Government” to all of our Troops who have served and died for
Korea over the past 60 years, and I have it proudly displayed in my home.
Daniel is now proudly serving in Afghanistan - please pray for his and our
troop’s safety.
By: Michael Andrew Sabol
The forgotten War of “KOREA” or “United Nations Police Action” as it
was called, the Korean War is still going on today for over 60 years now.
As the last bastion of the” Cold War,” we are at a cease fire and the U. S.
Armed Forces are over 30,000 fighting troops in harms ways there today
– talk about the “Forgotten War” and you never hear anything about our
involvement in Korea today.
I served in Korea as an Army Medic 1969-70; this period of time has
been named by military historians “The Second Korean War.” We had
signs in our barracks “Do Not Shoot Your Buddy.” we lost troops from
“friendly fire” and from hostile fire too - I lost a Comrade in arms a Sp/4
Myers -18 years old with wife and baby back home. Myers was Killed in
Action on a “Dust Off Mission” (he was my classmate from Fort Sam, TX
and that could have been me) March 15th, 1969 on the Korean “DMZ.” He
along with 8 other U. S. soldiers were Killed in Action and shot down in
an Red-Crossed Ambulance Chopper by the North Koreans. U. S. Army
listed it as a crash with no mention of the truth and heroics of our men
who gave their all that fateful day – but listed the incident as pilot error.
I got a phone call May 2011 from a former Army troop who been home
visiting his mother in 29 Palms, California; he had just finished reading
my story that had been published in the “Hi-Desert Star” News in 2000

Now 42 years later, I am a 10% Disabled Veteran and suffering from the
effects of Agent Orange and PTSD with a VA Claim for over 400 days yes, we had Agent Orange in Korea and the U. S. Government has only
admitted to it in the last decade. PTSD … I put a claim in over 400 days ago
also and the VA says a little more time is needed.
Update: 04-26-2015, I am 100% disabled from the VA as of last year, and
I received back pay for six years of waiting and now we receive a good
large check every month as long as we live -- tax free. That comes with a
lot of pecks: Cho receives an allotment monthly and survivors benefits as
well along with Champ VA a secondary medical insurance that pays all of
her out of pocket expenses not covered by my Medicare. We receive free
property taxes and free tags on the car and reduced utilities bills too, DOD
Cards I.D. for both of us that allows total Military Base privileges, i.e. PX,
Commissary Golf Coarse, Gas station, etc. all US Installations -just as if we
were fully military retirees.
Also, a $10,000.00 term life insurance policy on Mike for a very low fee.
10% off from Home Depot and many other establishments for Military
Discounts.
Please pray for Troops World Wide and here too – we are only safe and
Free, because of our tireless armed services for America and the Peoples
of the World.
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God Bless Our Troops! God Bless America!
Written by: Michael Andrew Sabol of Joshua Tree, CA USA
The Former: Sp/4 M. Sabol, U S Army – Medic - 38th Brgd, A-7-2, Korea
SSgt. M. Sabol, USAFR Med -Tech - 42nd MSES (SAC) Norton AFB,USA
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Seeing is Believing, 1/72nd
Armor Crusaders

By: Major William Gary McGuire, USA (R)
In Dragon Valley at Camp Casey 1983
I remember this as plain as day though it’s been too many years since the
story was first developed. It was early November of 1983 and I was at the
Officer’s Club on Camp Casey in Tong-Du-Chon (TDC) South Korea. I had
been in country for roughly six (6) months and was missing home and
family like crazy.
I’m Gary McGuire (William Gary McGuire) and was the BMO (Battalion
Maintenance Officer also called the Battalion Motor Officer) and a second
year Captain assigned to the 1st Tank Battalion (1/72nd Armor Bn) in the
Iron Brigade (1st Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division). 1st Tank was commanded
by E.G. Fish and the 1st Brigade commanded by Colonel David Armstrong.
I felt honored to be assigned to the leaders of both organizations and was
a little nervous about being back in South Korea after a previous Enlisted
assignment in 1968 through 1970. The nerves would quickly dissipate once
I began the work of fixing all of the broken equipment in the battalion.
The Motor Pool Team, especially the BMO was above the best with CW3
Steve Reyes leading the team until I was officially assigned to the job. Steve
was well respected by the leadership and was quick to do all he could to
support me especially after he found out I was previously enlisted. Little
did he know the respect was mutual. He protected the team as much as, if
not more, than I did when it came to performance and discipline. We had
few problems to resolve during our tour of duty.

Then one day while relaxing in the Officer’s Club near the Brigade
Headquarters, I was sitting around scratching my head about something
that I was embarrassed to reveal. The story goes like this: late one evening,
I was working in the BMO Office and as the sun was setting, I looked
out at the surrounding mountain range and started thinking about the
protection those mountains provided and would ask myself how North
Korean Infiltrators could ever get over the mountains and into Camp
Casey. Who in their right mind would ever infiltrate Camp Casey, much
less 1st Tank? As darkness crept into the area and within a few minutes after
scanning the hillside, a “perfectly shaped Christmas Tree” illuminated along
the side of the mountain. The lights were multi-colors of reds, greens,
blues, yellows, whites, and maybe oranges but for sure they were multicolor and of Christmas Colors. I looked around the office to see if anyone
was seeing this and to my surprise, there was no one else in the office with
me. After finishing my work, I walked outside to look up for the Christmas
Tree and to my surprise, it was gone.
Days had passed before I would talk about the Christmas Tree “that wasn’t
there.” I remember telling Chief Reyes about it and he just laughed at me
saying, Captain Mac you might need to lay off the Soju (Korean Wine) and
chuckled. So off to the club I went and after sitting around and rationalizing
what I thought I had seen, the new Battalion Chaplin (Captain Johnson)
came in and seeing me, headed to sit with me. We talked about how things
were going and how he would like to see me at church regularly. I told
him I would come more regularly and then shared my story about the
Christmas Tree that wasn’t there. Well what do you know says the Chaplin….
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God works in mysterious ways and he grinned at me as if to say…..McGuire,
you must be nuts. He asked me to show him where I had seen this tree
loaded with lights. I explained that it was over halfway up the side of the
mountains surrounding Dragon Valley and Camp Casey. We left the club
for a “night-walk” to the edge of the camp and were looking up at the
mountain. I pointed at the general location of where I had seen this tree
and nothing stood out for either of us to see.
The Chaplin suggested we check it out in daylight to confirm my sanity
though he really liked the story. It was getting closer to the Christmas
season and many shops displayed ornaments and trees in their windows.
Nothing was in or along the hills especially near the camp. So off we go
walking up the side of the mountain to hopefully find this Christmas Tree.
We focused on a Signal Unit’s Antenna or series of antenna strategically
placed around the mountain side. After walking upward for about 500
feet, we finally stumbled upon a circle of wires and lights surrounding
a 15- or 20-foot OD Green pole. There was a young private dressed in
camouflage guarding the area and as he approached, he explained to the
Chaplin and I that it was lonely up here and as the unit knew Christmas
was approaching and to help soldiers adjust to being away from home,
the leadership came up with a strategy to make the area more decorated
with Christmas. So, some “out of the box” privates created their version of
a Christmas Tree to light up the hillside for a few minutes each night until
Christmas. According to the private, it helped them to make their personal
adjustments and better cope with the stress of being alone in South Korea.
After a few minutes of his story, he asked if we would like to see his efforts
and what the tree would look like. Of course, we were both elated to see
and finally determine I was not insane. The private went to the end of
one strand of lights and pulled the wire and lights attached to a basic
pulley wired to the top of the pole (antenna). The wire and lights slowly
and smoothly rolled to the top forming a perfect triangular Christmas
Tree. Then he went to a generator hidden in the rocks and turned a
switch starting the generator and the lights immediately lit up the area
surrounding us. It was mid-afternoon and the sun was obviously hiding
the true lights and shape of the tree. The private told us he was on guard
duty until 2200 and would do a special tree lighting for us tonight.
Lo and behold as nightfall came upon us, the private kept his word. He
started the generator and raised the wire for the tree to display not one
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but four trees he and some friends had built after we left the site
earlier. Suddenly, there was a “Christmas Wonderland” filled with trees
and lights for the entire camp to see. As I told the Chaplin the whole
story about sitting in the BMO Office and looking out the window and
seeing the tree, he laughed with me and said “Mac, you were part of a
Christmas Miracle” for those Signal troops assigned to their outpost and
they realized their efforts to bring Christmas to them and for others to
enjoy had come to fruition. A few weeks later, I was eating dinner in the
Battalion Mess Hall and several signal guys came in to eat. I quickly went
to them and told them how much I really appreciated their efforts to
bring Christmas to Camp Casey. We shook hands and I departed for my
hooch behind the Battalion Motor Pool.
The next day, no one laughed at me about by exploits with the Christmas
Tree that wasn’t there. Some of the guys in the shop were telling me
they had seen the lights and tree as well, but they didn’t tell anyone
because they thought others would call them crazy. We laughed and
promised to always tell our stories in the future. Stress can be good says
the Chaplin and he said a prayer that we would all gain strength from
this Christmas Story.
About the Author:
Major William Gary McGuire, USA (R)
Lives in Melbourne, Florida and was stationed in South Korea in 1968
as a Sergeant E5 and again in 1983 as a Captain (Armor). His first
assignment was at Camp Mosier near Ui-Jong-Bu and of course Camp
Casey and the 2nd Infantry Division until 1984. He returned from Korea
to Fort Benning, Georgia and later retired at then Patrick Air Force Base
to tell many storied about his assignments. He was on the professional
speakers circuit for 20 years before retiring in 2019.

Security and Strategic Topics

THE PERIL OF FORGETTING THE THREAT THAT
PYONGYANG POSES WHILE ALL EYES ARE ON
TAIWAN, THE DANGER FROM NORTH KOREA MAY
HAVE GROWN.

People watch a news broadcast with file footage of a North Korean missile test, at a railway station in Seoul, on Aug 17, 2022. PHOTO: AFP

By: Patrick M. Cronin
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Source: The Straits Times © SPH Media Limited. Reprinted with
permission.
As the spectre of conflict over Taiwan dominates regional security
concerns, less attention is being paid to the dangers posed by Pyongyang.
That would be a mistake.
Unrestrained by big powers or inter-Korea diplomacy, North Korea may
embark on a reckless expansion of its nuclear forces. Its leader Kim Jong
Un may even be tempted to leverage nuclear weapons for aims other
than regime survival.

China began to ease pressure on Pyongyang shortly after Mr Kim proclaimed
an end to his intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) programme in
late 2017. North Korea's apparent hydrogen bomb test and successful
Hwasong-15 ICBM test that year suggested a plausible ability to threaten
the United States with nuclear weapons. It was easy for Beijing to support
North Korea when it was actively engaged in high-level diplomacy. But Mr
Kim's ambitions have multiplied as China-US relations have sunk to new
lows. The danger is that Beijing appears to be giving Pyongyang a blank
cheque.
An emboldened Pyongyang
Pyongyang's latest brazenness can be heard in the acrid comments of Mr
Kim's sister Kim Yo Jong. Earlier this month, she insulted South Korean
KDVA ROK-U.S. Alliance Journal: Issue 2022-3
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President Yoon Suk-yeol and derided his "audacious plan" to develop
the North's economy in exchange for denuclearisation as "the height
of absurdity".

troops to South Vietnam in the 1960s, and the then North leader Kim Il
Sung sought to send ground troops - but settled for dispatching air power
- to North Vietnam.

The Kim family spent years resisting most of the dovish appeals of
the Moon Jae-in administration. It has no intention of returning to
old proposals it has already rejected. A mere 100 days into the Yoon
administration, Ms Kim insinuated that Pyongyang will not dismantle its
nuclear weapons at any price.

Pyongyang could send materiel to help Russian forces in Ukraine and
ground troops to help fight alongside Russian-backed separatists in the
Donbas region. This may prompt Seoul to backfill Nato allies' military
shortfalls as they send arms to help Ukraine fend off Russian aggression.

We are in a new phase of the Kim regime's old survival game. Long
gone is the smile diplomacy Ms Kim displayed in 2018, from the Winter
Olympic Games in Pyeongchang to the first-ever US-North Korean
leaders' summit in Singapore.
Sharp rhetorical outbursts are one of the ways Ms Kim protects her
privileged political access.
But her disparagement of President Yoon as "a naive little child" also
foreshadows danger ahead. This is particularly true as South Korea
conducts both large-scale civil defence drills and the Ulchi Freedom
Shield military exercises with the US.
Military exercises are essential for maintaining readiness, particularly
after having been scaled down for four years. But allied readiness also
stokes North Korean fear, and military manoeuvres are a perennial target
of what Mr Kim denounces as America's "hostile policy".
The stage seems set for a new cycle of escalatory, action-reaction
moves: missile tests or limited lethal action by Pyongyang, new missile
defences and preemptive strike capabilities by Seoul, and deploying
strategic bombers or other platforms to the peninsula by Washington.
'Horizontal escalation'
North Korea held six nuclear tests between 2006 and 2017, and further
tests await. Earlier this year, North Korea completed a new entrance
to south tunnel No. 3 and other restoration efforts at its Punggye-ri
nuclear test site. Covid-19 may explain why no nuclear test occurred,
but now that Pyongyang has prematurely declared "victory" over the
pandemic, the countdown to further nuclear testing resumes.

A proxy battle between North Korea and the South in Ukraine is not
unthinkable.
Nuclear build-up
That said, Ukraine is a distant sideshow compared with North Korea's
apparent plan to grow its nuclear arsenal and the question of Mr Kim's
new ambitions for those weapons. This doesn't mean he wants to start a
war or fire a nuclear missile in anger; rather, Mr Kim may no longer see
nuclear weapons as just a form of deterrence or prestige symbol but as an
instrument to compel specific actions, such as halting military exercises.
Just as Russia's nukes and its threat to use them in the Ukraine war could
not be ignored by Nato, ICBMs would keep the Americans at bay and
neutralise the US-South Korea alliance, and tactical nuclear weapons would
dissolve Seoul's political will to resist - at least goes the thinking in Mr Kim's
fantasy world. Because Mr Kim is wrong does not mean misperception and
miscalculation could not initiate a catastrophic war.
As inter-Korea ties deteriorate, North Korea could emerge by the end of
the Yoon administration in 2027 with an arsenal approximating Pakistan's
nuclear inventory, which is conservatively estimated at 100-120 weapons.
China has long supported a Pakistani nuclear deterrent to help pin down
India with a two-front problem. Beijing may support Pyongyang as it helps
to hold US allies South Korea and Japan at risk and raises new questions
about the credibility of America's extended deterrence guarantee.
Earlier this month, bilateral US-South Korean defence talks hinted at the
challenge of forging an ironclad tailored deterrence strategy. North Korea
and China may see an opening to drive a wedge between the US and its
regional allies and partners.

The rainy season will make the dirt roads to North Korea's only testing
site challenging terrain over the next several weeks, and China's 20th
party congress in October-November makes for awkward timing, not
least after China and North Korea last year renewed their 1961 Treaty of
Friendship for another 20 years.

If US-South Korean officials cannot change the behaviour of North Korea,
then they appear resigned to shaping its behaviour by bolstering defences.
If nuclear testing resumes, the US might respond by deploying strategic
bombers to South Korea on a limited rotation. However, during times of
tension, temporary deployments have a way of becoming more enduring.

While nuclear tests may be on hold until year's end, North Korea may
wish to pursue "horizontal escalation" - sparking a crisis far removed
from the locus of immediate troubles. It may do this by helping its
great-power patrons in the war in Ukraine. Recall that South Korea sent

Avoiding self-fulfilling prophecies
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The security dynamics on the peninsula and in the region are sobering. At
the 8th Congress of the Workers' Party of Korea in January last year, Mr Kim
announced that he would acquire hydrogen bombs, hypersonic warheads,

tactical nuclear weapons and other advanced weapons systems - long
before this month's revival of US-South Korean military drills.
North Korea's primary patron, China, has embarked on its largest nuclear
modernisation and expansion since the 1960s. More troubling, six
months into Russia's war to seize Ukraine, the insane notion of crossing
the nuclear threshold is all too imaginable. Russian President Vladimir
Putin's miscalculations multiply, and a failure to win on the battlefield
could escalate in response to domestic pressures, perhaps triggered by
such events as the assassination by a car bomb that killed Ms Darya
Dugina, the daughter of Russian ultra-nationalist Aleksandr Dugin.
In Asia, Japan is preparing for the first substantial increase in military
spending above 1 per cent of gross domestic product. And the centre
of attention remains the potential blockade, island-grabbing, and all-out
invasion scenarios regarding Taiwan that could become all too plausible
in the next few years. So, as we understandably remain transfixed on
managing US-China tensions and wondering whether the cross-Strait
stability will be upended, Mr Kim may be seeking to slip out of the box
his regime has been in since his grandfather's bid for unification through
force was effectively thwarted and deterred.

Arms control steps could perhaps slow down this trajectory, but the
concessions demanded by Pyongyang probably negate the value
of such modest limitations. At a minimum, upgrading crisis stability
mechanisms in North-east Asia requires urgent attention. Although
sometimes the obvious policy needs are most readily ignored, officials
and institutions, including Asean, must persist. New military activity on
the Korean peninsula might follow if the conflict spreads in Europe or
erupts across the Taiwan Strait.
The Korean War is sometimes called the Forgotten War, but we can ill
afford to ignore the deteriorating security situation on the peninsula
today. To paraphrase the philosopher George Santayana, those who
cannot remember Korea's past are condemned to repeat it.
Dr Patrick M. Cronin is Asia-Pacific security chair at the Hudson Institute
in Washington.

You don't have to buy Mr Kim's propaganda that the two Koreas are on
"the brink of war" to appreciate that heightened risk of conflict is part
of the new normal on the Korean peninsula - all within a region on
alert over Taiwan and made more dangerous by worsening US-China
relations.
Should inattention and other crises preoccupy the international
community, there remains a danger that Mr Kim could adopt a more
assertive posture, emboldened by the potential acquisition of tactical
nuclear weapons, knowing he has his no-limits backing from Beijing and
Moscow, and impatient with how little the world is buckling to appease
his regime and how much he needs to safeguard his legitimacy, which
at present rests on guns, not butter.
Given the failure of both carrot-and-stick diplomacy and "maximum
pressure", the Biden administration sought a middle-ground approach
between strategic patience and seeking a grand bargain, deploying a
"calibrated" and "practical" approach to step-by-step diplomacy and
alliance strengthening.
But we may be on the verge of repeating the downward spiral of
relations punctuating past relations.
For example, recall the newly elevated Mr Kim agreeing to a weapons
testing moratorium in 2012 before swiftly undermining that with a space
launch and subsequent long-range missile and nuclear tests. The chief
difference now is that Mr Kim may be on the cusp of a China-like rapid
nuclear building, perhaps doubling, tripling, or even quadrupling an
arsenal of some 20-40 nuclear weapons over the next several years.
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The Forgotten South Korea Prisoners
of War Who Sacrificed and Suffered for
Seven Decades for Korean Freedom
By: Dave Maxwell

(Note: This essay is adapted from the prepared remarks of the author
for the “International Forum on Urging the Repatriation of Korean
Prisoners of War and Human Rights Complaints” in Seoul, Korea on
July 20, 2022)
The sixty-ninth anniversary of the Korean War Armistice is July 27,
2022. The war is known as the “Forgotten War.” One of the most
forgotten aspects of the war are the South Korean prisoners of war
who were never returned to the Republic of Korea. Although 8,134
South Korean prisoners were returned at the time of the Armistice,
an estimated 50,000 South Korean soldiers were forced to remain in
the north. These prisoners were subject to a life of extreme hardship
mostly mining coal for the regime in North Korea. In 2014 there were
an estimated 500 still alive. Over the years some 80 have escaped
bringing the truth about what happened to these Korean patriots
who fought for freedom and were sentenced by Kim Il Sung to suffer
for their sacrifices.
I cannot imagine any human beings in the history of the world who
have suffered so much for so long. They sacrificed the remainder
of their lives since 1953 for the one thing they could never again
experience: Freedom.
We are all free today here in the Republic of Korea and around the
world because these soldiers sacrificed their future and their lives in
the name of freedom against the scourge of communism, a blight on
the world that continues to persist in various forms in north Korea,
China, and other places around the world. Had they not sacrificed
so much we would not be here today, and we would never have
witnessed the Miracle on the Han.
We should all put ourselves in their shoes and think hard as to whether
we could sustain a will to live and the ability to continue to live in the
face of such inhumane and brutal treatment. Very few of us have
endured a level of pain anywhere near theirs. And no one alive today
has experienced that level of suffering for so long.
Except for the family members who remained in the South. While
they might not have suffered the same physical pain, they have
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suffered the loss of their loved ones that is made worse by not
knowing their status, of whether they are dead or alive. They do not
know where they are or where their remains are. They may never
have closure.
We believe there were some 50,000 South Korean prisoners forced
to live as slaves to the mafia-like crime family cult known as the Kim
Family regime. Except for the few who have been able to escape,
they have lived out their lives in the Guerrilla Dynasty and Gulag
State of north Korea.
In 2014 the UN Commission of Inquiry recognized them. Let me
quote from paragraph 298 on page 84 of the report:
Among those who suffered the most extreme discrimination
were South Korean prisoners of war (POWs) retained in the
DPRK after the armistice.
Mr Yoo Young-bok, a former POW who fled the DPRK and
returned to the ROK, explained at the Seoul Public Hearing:
“Because we were POWs, we were discriminated against.
They were looking down on us. Although we married North
Korean women, our children were controlled, our children
were kept under surveillance. They did not really give us good
jobs; there were just no opportunities to make better lives for
our children.”
Another former POW from South Korea worked in a coal
mine in North Hamgyong Province for 40 years. He told the
Commission that about a quarter of the miners were POWs
and were under particularly strict surveillance by the Ministry
of Public Security and the State Security Department. The
witness was regularly interrogated and his interrogators
seemed to know many details about his life. He married and
had three sons and two daughters. His sons were neither
allowed to join the army nor go to university, and one asked
him “Why are we even born?” His daughters were not able to
marry a man of good songbun, because they were from a
POW family. Even his grandsons were denied the opportunity
to join the army or to obtain a tertiary education. The witness

recalled how a POW friend hung himself because his children
complained so bitterly to him about their situation yet he could not
do anything about it.”
Please put yourself in that father’s shoes and think about how your
children would suffer in that situation and that there is nothing you can
do for them. Thinking of the words of that father and his children makes
my heart hurt.
Although not described in the report, my assessment is that the evil
regime decided to use these prisoners of war and establish a kind of slave
caste that would eternally perpetuate a slave class to benefit the regime.
They were allowed to marry so the regime would continue to have access
to a slave labor pool in perpetuity. Such evil.
Surely this is a crime against humanity without parallel. There is no
greater example of cruelty and brutality and this will continue for as long
as the Kim family regime survives.
Their suffering is made worse because these POWs are the forgotten
men of the “Forgotten War.” The lack of recognition is a terrible hurt for
their families.
The suffering of these POWs must be recognized and accepted in the
South. It is time for the ROK government to recognize them and their
families. Surely their sacrifices have contributed to all the greatness of
the Republic of Korea today.
Yes, it is shameful that they have never been properly honored and
thanked for the contributions. However, South Korea is a strong
democracy. And one of the hallmarks of a strong democracy is the ability
to recognize and admit mistakes and take corrective action. Just as the
ROK government is acting to investigate and hold accountable those
responsible for the forced repatriation of the two fishermen in 2019, the
ROK government can begin the long process to make things right for
the families by recognizing what happened to their loved ones who were
forced to remain in the north. They deserve recognition and respect.
All freedom loving people should demand that they be recognized and
honored.

Yes, the likelihood of recovery is low as long as the Kim family regime
remains in power. Closure for the ROK POWs and their descendants in the
north and their families in the South will only come after there is a free and
unified Korea. To return the remains and bring honor to their sacrifice we
all must work toward a free and unified Korea. Then and only then will their
sacrifices be realized.
The real atrocity is that committed by the Kim family regime in the north.
The regime needs to be held accountable. However, that is not likely to
ever occur until there is drastic change in the north. This is because the
root of all problems in Korea is the existence of the most evil mafia- like
crime family cult known as the Kim family regime that has the objective of
dominating the Korean Peninsula under the rule of the Guerrilla Dynasty
and Gulag State.
Frankly speaking there will be no justice for these prisoners for as long as
the regime exists.
More specifically, the only way we are going to see an end to the nuclear
program and military threats as well as the human rights abuses and
crimes against humanity being committed against the Korean people by
the mafia-like crime family cult known as the Kim family regime is through
achievement of unification and the establishment of a United Republic
of Korea that is secure and stable, non-nuclear, economically vibrant,
and unified under a liberal constitutional form of government based on
individual liberty, rule of law, and human rights as determined by the Korean
people. We all must work to support a free and unified Korea. This is how
we can honor the 50,000 heroes who sacrificed for our freedom and the
freedom of all Koreans. The greatest gift that can be given to them is a free
and unified Korea, In short, a United Republic of Korea (UROK).

David Maxwell, a member of KDVA, is a retired US Army Special Forces
Colonel who has spent more than 30 years in Asia and specializes in North
Korea and East Asia Security Affairs and irregular, unconventional, and
political warfare. He is the Editor-in-Chief of Small Wars Journal. He is a
Senior Fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, a Senior
Fellow at the Global Peace Foundation (where he focuses on a free and
unified Korea), and a Senior Advisor to the Center for Asia Pacific Strategy.

The strength of the ROK- US alliance is that we share the values of
freedom and individual liberty, liberal democracy, the rule of law, and
human rights. Both our countries pledge to not leave our fallen behind.
Look at the efforts our militaries and governments undertake to try to
account for and return all those missing in action. Look at the remains
recovery operations that recently took place in the DMZ at White Horse
and Arrowhead Ridge. The ROK military worked tirelessly to recover
South Korean and allied remains and return them to their countries and
families for proper honors. South Korea must make the same effort for
all those prisoners left behind in north Korea in 1953. They and their
families deserve the same recognition. In addition to recognition and
respect, the remains of the prisoners who have died over the past seven
decades need to be accounted for and recovered. Unfortunately, that is
not possible for as long as Kim Jong Un remains in power.
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U.S. BIPARTISAN LEGISLATION
AND THE ECONOMIC SECURITY
CRISIS IN KOREA

By: Kyung Jun Moon
It seems clear that 2022 is a year when "economic security" will
become a hot topic worldwide. In fact, the term economic security
is a Korean expression that is not often used by academia or foreign
media. Economic cooperation and partnership are emphasized and
used to cover the conditioning of supply chains, trade, and major
industries in the area of security.
Looking at the current international political situation, it seems the
U.S.-China strategic competition is not just intensifying, but at its peak
ahead of the U.S. midterm elections and the 20th party congress
of the Communist Party of China. International politics seems to be
used in reverse for the domestic political lives of the leaders of the
two major powers.
Recently, a series of bipartisan bills have been passed in the United
States, causing a tectonic shift in the global supply chain. These are the
Chips and Science Act signed by President Biden on August 9, 2022,
and the Inflation Reduction Act passed this time. The commonalities
of the above two bills can be to 1) thoroughly exclude China's supply
chain from the four core industries (e.g., semiconductors, bio,
batteries) and minerals (e.g., rare earths) stipulated by the U.S.; 2)

27

KDVA ROK-U.S. Alliance Journal: Issue 2022-3

strengthen production in the U.S. and foster supply chain blocs
that exclude China through cooperation with allies.
The Chips and Science Act calls for investing huge government
taxes in semiconductor facilities, research, and manufacturing in
the United States, and gives incentives such as 25% corporate tax
deductions to induce semiconductor companies to produce in
the United States. However, beneficiary companies are subject to
conditions that they cannot invest in semiconductors in China in
the future. The Chips and Science Act is fundamentally a device
for reshoring. Through this, the effect of increasing foreign direct
investment (FDI) can also be expected. According to reshoring
initiative data, Korea is predicted to be the No. 1 foreign direct
investment country in the U.S. in 2022
The Inflation Reduction Act is nominally aimed at deficit reduction
and raising climate change funds, but in practice, it intends to
reform the supply chain of electronic vehicles and batteries. In the
current electric vehicle ecosystem, government subsidies are the
fundamental competitiveness in sales and price. Under the Act,
the U.S. government grants benefits only to vehicles produced and

assembled in the U.S., and battery production and minerals needed
for it are also limited to U.S. and U.S. FTA partners, which seem to be
completely isolating China. Therefore, the aforementioned bipartisan
Act should be understood as part of the U.S. diplomatic strategy to
curb China's rise by reorganizing its geopolitical supply chain in the area
of economic security.

Precarious times require bold thinking. The South Korean president
and members of the security team must be determined to step into
the forefront of the economic battle and obtain the insight into the
current world order to strive for the upcoming economic and security
emergency. And the solution derived from that insight should be
implemented in a bipartisan manner without hesitancy.

The problem is that short-term losses for Korean companies are
inevitable under the inflation reduction act. Korea's major semiconductor
and battery companies (e.g., SK, Samsung, LG) need years to invest
and start production in the U.S., and while Korean companies in
the semiconductor and battery sectors are globally competitive, its
dependence on China for imports and exports of materials is high.
Although Korea shares an alliance forged in blood with the United
States, it is faced with an ironic situation of being heavily burdened by
economic security logic. For example, some analysts say that electric
vehicles produced by Hyundai Motor will not receive a U.S. government
subsidy of $7,500 per vehicle in the future under the act. In response,
South Korea will consider whether it violates the Korea-U.S. FTA. In
addition, a joint government delegation and the Korean Embassy in
the U.S. are currently in talks with U.S. representatives to delay the
application of the Inflation Reduction Act to Korea.

This is a critical time to discuss about survival. It is a critical moment
when diversity and bipartisan legislative cooperation, accurate diagnosis
and solutions of the government, and a network to support them are all
required to overcome it. Detailed and delicate concerns about Korea's
position between the U.S. and China are also important. Armed with
consistent and firm logic based on sovereignty, the government should
persistently go through the process of persuasion through various
diplomatic channels. Expanding networks with like-minded countries,
such as India, Australia, and the European Union, or partner countries
that share the same dilemmas, could also provide a way to stock up on
more security capabilities and secure diplomatic space.

China's stands as the world's No. 1 semiconductor consumer and rare
earth producer, and to the Korean economy, the largest exporter where
Korea depends on 25% of its trade. In particular, 70-80% of battery
materials produced by companies such as Samsung and LG depend
on imported materials from China. High dependence on China in
high-tech industries such as semiconductors and batteries are a
dilemma not only for Korea but also for the whole world. How do you
persuade their blatant backlash and manage bilateral relations? At the
government level, China has openly expressed negative opinions on
U.S.-led multilateral/element consultations, including Korea's IndoPacific Economic Framework (IPEF) and the Chip Four Alliance.
Korea doesn't seem to have much time to overcome this crisis. Although
the new government that came to office last May is determined to
reduce dependence on China, it must be prepared for the expected
side effects and rising costs, which also require considerable time and
money. This is the core of economic security, which is the complexity
of solving many costs, insufficient time, and corporate survival and
profits through diplomatic and security logic.
Fortunately, Korean companies' technology and status in
semiconductors and batteries, which are the core of the future industry
and security, are ranked first and second in the world, and are receiving
love calls from major countries including the U.S. Although Korea is
in a difficult position where it has to prioritize its ally, the U.S., but
also manage their relationship with China to reduce side effects, and
persuade them to coexist, the fact that Korean companies are at the
center of technology and production of key industries in the future
suggests an "opportunity for a turnaround" for Korea's security and
economy.
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WHAT IS JUCHE?
By: Norm Spivey
Many Americans probably never heard of North Korea’s Juche ideology,
loosely translated as independence or self-reliance. Although I spent
four years helping defend the Republic of Korea, I am embarrassed to
admit I really don’t have a full understanding of the ideology either. Early
in my military career, I was able to give the question, “What is Juche”
some thought while attending the U.S. Army’s Command and General
Staff College. I was surprised by what I learned, not necessarily about the
ideology itself, but how the history of the Korean Peninsula influenced Kim
Il Sung to develop and espouse it. Allow me to share a layman’s very basic
understanding on the origins of Juche.
First, let’s start with the definition of Juche as provided by The Encyclopedia
of Asian History, 1988:
“Kim Il Sung is credited with developing the idea of Juche, a self-reliant and
creative application of Marxism and Leninism to the specific conditions
unique to Korea. Under this principle of self-reliance, Kim formulated what
is known as the monolithic ideological system. This system encompassed
the thought of self-reliance in ideological stance, independence in political
work, self-sustenance in economic endeavors, and self-defense in military
29
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affairs. The idea is also known as Kim Il Sung Thought.”
Seems straight forward enough. But how did Kim Il Sung arrive at this bold
ideology? To understand, one must consider Korean Peninsula history.
Korea has a very distinct culture from the Chinese, Mongolians, and
Japanese. Migrating from Siberia thousands of years ago, Koreans managed
to keep their blood line and ethnic background pure by remaining a very
homogenous society until the division of the Peninsula in 1945.1 Additionally,
the Korean language was developed in the 15th century and is a great source
of pride as it is very distinct from other Asian languages and only remotely
related to Hungarian, Finnish, Japanese, and Mongolian. 2
Equally important is Korean adherence to Confucianism principles regarding
the importance of family and education.3 Lastly, Koreans have very distinct
foods, dress, architecture, and customs still practiced by those living on both
sides of the DMZ. Understandably, these artifacts of culture united Koreans
to create a society that values group over self-interests, promotes a feeling of
exclusionism, and puts a premium on the harmony of the collective whole.4
Despite the exclusiveness of its culture, Korea has had to deal with the

influence of outsiders since the first Chinese invaders around 108
B.C.5 Korea remained under Chinese influence until 668 A.D. when
an uprising overthrew the Chinese and created what Koreans view
as the first unified Korea.6 After Mongol rule in the 1300s, Korea
enjoyed its golden years in the 1400s and into the 1500s until it
again suffered through periodic invasions and rule from both the
Chinese and Japanese well into the 18th century.7 As a result, Korea
became even more isolationist and shunned Western influences that
China and Japan embraced throughout the 1800s. Starting in 1880,
Korea finally began to reach out to the outside world just as a new
competition over influence of the Peninsula began.
This ended with Japan’s victory in the Russo-Japanese war and
occupation of Korea beginning in 1905.8 Korea remained a Japanese
colony for 40 years until the allied victory over Japan in 1945 split
the country at the 38th parallel with the Soviet Union administering
the North and the U.S. administering the South. In 1948, a former
Korean guerilla fighter named Kim Il Sung took control of the North
and established the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. Two
years later he launched an attack on the South in an attempt to unify
the Koreas on his terms embroiling the Peninsula in war.
When one considers the long history of the Peninsula, it is clear to
see the conditions were ripe for Kim Il Sung, in the aftermath of
World War II, to promote an ideology of supposed independence
and self-reliance in North Korea. Almost 2,000 years of unwanted
outside influence and the strong sense of Korean cultural identity,
coupled with the Kim family’s rule, pushed the North Korean people
to embrace Juche as their ideological system.

Which, for this reason alone, makes the situation on the Korean Peninsula
even more challenging. Beyond the basic considerations of geography,
military capability and strategic goals, there exists this deep-rooted
group think among many North Koreans, founded in part on history,
but strengthened through intimidation. Some could even draw parallels
to the dangerous group think that gripped Nazi Germany in the 1930s.
It is important for those involved with the defense of the Peninsula to
develop a basic understanding of North Korea’s “monolithic ideological
system.” While I know my understanding of Juche is rudimentary at best,
it was helpful for me to make some sense of a very complex problem
while serving on Freedom’s Frontier.
About the author. Norm Spivey is a retired Army, Air Defense Artillery
Colonel and was honored to serve three assignments in the Republic
of Korea over the course of his military career. He continues to work
in missile defense, self publishes books and writes in his weekly blog,
www.normspivey.com. The views, opinions and biases expressed in this
article are the authors and do not reflect those of the U.S. Army or the
Department of Defense.
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3,5-8 Savada, Andrea M. ed. North Korea a Country Study. (Library of
Congress, 1993) Online at http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?frd/
cstdy:@field(DOCID+kp0000); accessed on 25 September 2007.
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