NEWSLETTER
Publisher : Jung Seung-Jo, Chairman of KUSAF

Executive Editor : Shin Kyoung-Soo, Secretary-General

October 2021
Editor : Lim Yea-Eun, Intern

Joint Message for ROK Armed Forces Day
KUSAF and KDVA announced a Joint Message for
ROK Armed Forces Day on October 1. KUSAF and
KDVA released the message that they would like to
call upon all who served in the ROK military, all
those who served with the ROK military, and all
Koreans and Americans who care about these
Korean guardians to remember the men and women
who stand guard against a real and imminent threat
each day.

KDVA Announces National U.S. - ROK Alliance Day

KDVA, which is promoting various projects to strengthen the
Korea-U.S. Alliance with KUSAF, decided to register October
1 at the U.S. National Archives as National U.S.-ROK Alliance
Day, when the Korea-U.S. mutual defense treaty was signed.
KDVA and KUSAF decided to promote commemorative events.
The designation of a Korea-U.S. Alliance Day in the U.S. is
expected to emphasize the importance of the Alliance and
further highlight its value in mainstream U.S. society.
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A Donation and Wreath-laying Ceremony at the Wall of Remembrance
at the Korean War Veterans Memorial in Washington D.C.

“No matter how much the
donations donated by the Korean
Government, the Korean people,
the KUSAF, and the FEBC, it is a
precious gift.”
“The construction of the Wall of
Remembrance is a ‘heart project`

Prior to the donation ceremony,
KUSAF laid a wreath at the
Korean War veterans memorial
under construction and held an
event

to

commemorate

the

sacrifices of veterans with John
Tilelli and Walter Sharp, former
ROK-U.S. CFC Commanders.

and it makes the Korean War as a
At 11 a.m. on September 7, KUSAF
delivered raised donations to support
the

construction

of

the

Wall

of

Remembrance to John Tilelli (former
ROK-U.S.

CFC Commander),

the

‘victory memory’.”

At the donation ceremony, General
Jung

Seung-jo,

Chairman

of

- John Tilelli -

KUSAF,

the Chairman of the Korea War

anecdote

Veterans Memorial Foundation

process and stressed that he was

introduced
of

the

a

warm

fundraising

Chairman of the Korea War Veterans

happy to convey the good faith of

Memorial

the Korean people. Chairman Jung

Foundation.

The former

Seung-jo

CFC CDR General(R) Walter Sharp,
former

8th

Army

CDR

said

the

donation

LTG(R)

showed the value and importance

Bernard Champoux, representative of

of the Korea-U.S. alliance and

the Korean War veterans, Colonel

promised that KUSAF and KDVA

Weber's granddaughter Dayne Weber

will continue this noble mission.

and Steve Lee, senior Vice President
of the KDVA, attended the donation

KUSAF raised $345,268.2 in a

and wreath-laying ceremony.

“The construction of
the Wall
is to remember history.”
Chosun Ilbo,
September 9

live

broadcast

co-hosted

by

Pastor Kim Jang-hwan of Far East
Broadcasting and former Foreign
Minister Yoo Myung-hwan, the
Chairman of KUSAF

on August

17. General(R) Leem Ho-young,
Vice President of KUSAF, also
joined

the

broadcast.

live

fundraising
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Breakfast Meeting with Andrew Kim, the former Head of the CIA’s Korea Mission Center

KUSAF held a closed-door breakfast meeting at the Hilton
Hotel on September 23. Andrew Kim explained the
lessons learned from U.S.-North Korea denuclearization
negotiations and prospects for future denuclearization
negotiations while the executives and advisors of the
KUSAF attended. Andrew Kim emphasized the importance
of the ROK and U.S. collaboration and cited "climate,
human rights, and China" as keywords of the current Biden
administration.

Courtesy Call with US Charge D’ Affaires

KUSAF visited the U.S. Embassy on September 29 to
meet Charge D’ Affaires Chris Del Corso and discussed
pending issues of the Korea-U.S. alliance, including the
impact of the Afghanistan incident on the Korea-U.S.
alliance, the importance of combined exercises, and
future directions. He stressed that the Korea-U.S.
alliance is a strategic alliance created by a mutual
defense treaty, and that there are important strategic
interests of the U.S. on the Korean Peninsula. KUSAF
explained their business plan with KDVA and asked for
support from the U.S. Embassy. Charge D’ Affaires
Chris Del Corso expressed his gratitude for KUSAF &
KDVA's contribution to strengthening the alliance and
promised to actively participate in the KUSAF activities.

KUSAF-KDVA Holds a Strategic Meeting

On September 28, KUSAF held a strategic meeting with
Vincent Brooks, the Chairman of the KDVA. KUSAF and
KDVA evaluated the performance of major activities last
quarter and discussed ways to cooperate in the future.
KUSAF positively evaluated the KDVA’s effort to expand
its

network,

including

securing

25,326

Facebook

followers and promoting the creation of a regional
chapter. KUSAF and KDVA decided to discuss and
strengthen cooperation to successfully promote the
Korea-U.S. alliance through a Re-visit Korea Program
supported by the MPVA, the first `KUSAF/KDVA Honors`
award, the ‘Alliance Peace Conference’ in Seoul and
Hawaii, the establishment of KUSAF’s American branch
and the announcement of joint messages related to the
Korea-US alliance.
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Dialogue with Mark Lambert, the Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
KUSAF met Mark Lambert, the deputy assistant
secretary of State, to exchange opinions on the
U.S. global strategy and the Korean Peninsula, during
KUSAF’s visit to the U.S. on September 7. Discussions
were held about various topics, including the withdrawal
of Afghanistan and impact on the USFK, the U.S. China
strategy, the denuclearization of North Korea, and the
extended deterrence. DAS Lambert reiterated the
U.S. commitment to complete extended deterrence
against North Korea's nuclear threats.

Presents a Plaque of Appreciation to Walter
Sharp, former Chairman & President of KDVA
KUSAF held a meeting with Walter Sharp, former
Chairman and President of KDVA, on September 5, to
thank him for his work on the Korea-U.S. Alliance and
KUSAF and KDVA. Walter Sharp promised to devote
himself to develop the Korea-U.S. alliance in the future.
Walter Sharp is currently serving as the Chairman of the
U.S. Military Officers' Association (MOAA).

Interview with Fred Lash, the
Representative of Korean War Veterans.
KUSAF held a meeting with Fred Lash, Director of the
Korean War Veterans Association (KWVA), in Washington
on the September 7 to discuss various cooperative
measures. KUSAF expressed gratitude for the dedication
of Korean War veterans and suggested specific measures
to support Korean War veterans in need. KUSAF and
KWVA decided to continue the conversation.

Holds a meeting with Key Leaders in Korean
Community to establish KUSAF US branch

KUSAF held a meeting with key leaders in the Korean
community in DC to establish the U.S. branch of the
KUSAF on September 7 and listened to various opinions
from Korean opinion leaders. The KUSAF U.S. branch,
which will be established through deliberation by
KUSAF’s board of directors in the future, will support
various projects to promote the alliance between KUSAF
and KDVA, and play a leading role in raising funds in the
U.S. The U.S. branch is being promoted with the aim of
establishing it early next year. The attendees were as
follows; Son Jong-rak, Hwang Won-kyun, Choi Seok-rim,
Ahn Yong-ho, Choi Tae-eun, Kim Jung-kyun, Jacqueline
Kim, Yang Kwang-chul and Lee Chang-ryul.

KUSAF & KDVA Major Events

5

Participates in the 2021 Pyeongtaek Global Peace & Security Forum

Jung Seung-jo, chairman of KUSAF, and Lee Seo-young,
chairman of the Korea Chapter of KDVA, participated in
the 2021 Pyeongtaek International Peace and Security
Forum, hosted by Pyeongtaek on September 24, and
presented various opinions to strengthen the Korea-U.S.
alliance. Under the moderation of Chairman Jung Seongjo, Lee Seo-young, Bruce Bennett of the RAND, and Scott
Snyder of the U.S. Foreign Affairs Association, presented
the role of USFK in changing the alliance and the security
environment in Northeast Asia. Chairman Jung Seung-jo
stressed that the USFK has been playing an important
role in Korea's security as a key force in the alliance.

In Addition, while maintaining sanctions against North
Korea and strengthening extended deterrence, he
mentioned the denuclearization of North Korea, enhancing
objectivity in evaluating the condition-based OPCON
transfer, strengthening combined exercises to strengthen
alliance readiness, ensuring a stable presence of USFK,
and close consultation between Korea and the U.S. on the
declaration of end of the war. Lee Seo-young stressed
that South Korea should actively participate in the IndoPacific strategy and Quad and pay attention to
regional/global issues. In a video lecture on the theme
of a 'Sustainable Korea-U.S. Alliance for the
Establishment of a Peace Process in Northeast Asia',
Vincent Brooks, Chairman of KDVA, said that the ROK
and U.S. should maintain a strong alliance through close
cooperation and prevent any alienation actions by North
Korea and China. He also emphasized that the combined
forces should strengthen the combined exercise, their
original mission to establish a combined readiness and
deter war on the Korean Peninsula.

The Unveiling Ceremony of a Monument at
the West Point Veterans Memorial in KMA

Strengthen Mutual Cooperation between
Korea AF - U.S. PACAF

Air Force Chief of Staff Park
In-ho participated in the
Pacific Air Force Chiefs
Symposium 2021 held at
Pearl Harbor-Hikham Base
in Hawaii on September 1 to
enhance mutual understanding of local issues through
bilateral and multilateral dialogue with Air Force Chiefs in

KDVA's

Korea

chapter

and

the

Korea

Military

the Indo-Pacific region. General Park In-ho held bilateral

Academy held an unveiling ceremony of the memorial

talks with U.S. Pacific Air Force Commander Ken

for 12 war heroes killed in the Korean War, who

Willsbach and U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff CQ Brown to

were 1947 graduates of the U.S. Military Academy, at

discuss various measures to strengthen cooperation

the West Point Memorial Park in KMA on September

between the ROK and U.S. Air Force. General Willsbach

24. The video messages from Vincent Brooks, the

recently served as the commander of the U.S. 7th Air

Chairman of KDVA, were screened. On behalf of the

Force in South Korea.

U.S. Army, MG Mattlak, CFC C3 attended the event.
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KUSAF/KDVA, Holds a Korea Revisit Program

KUSAF and KDVA will hold their first revisit Korea event
in late November for members of the KDVA. The revisit
project, sponsored by the Ministry of Patriots and
Veterans Affairs, will invite 10 members of the KDVA
and 10 spouses or helpers. The revisit event will be held
for five nights and six days, and participants will visit the
unit they worked for while serving in Korea and look
around security sites and cultural facilities. Applications
for the event are available on the KDVA website.
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KUSAF, Meets with CEO of Korean Air

KUSAF held a meeting with Korean Air CEO Woo
Keehong on September 15 to explain KUSAF's activities
for the development of the Korea-U.S. alliance. KUSAF
and Korean Air decided to seek ways to cooperate for the
Korea-U.S. alliance in various fields.

Jung Young-soo, KUSAF Honorary President
Receives the 2021 Jang Bogo Award
Jung

Young-soo,

honorary

President of KUSAF and Advisor

Internship Meeting
with President Vincent Brooks

of CJ Group, was selected as the
winner of the 2021 Jang Bogo
Business Award. The Jang Bogo
Business Award is given to a
Korean

Businessman

that

contributed to the expansion of
Korea's economic and cultural
territory, and the development of
Korean society by inheriting the
challenges and pioneering spirit
of Ambassador Jang Bogo

Vincent

Brooks,

Chairman of KDVA,
held a meeting with
KDVA's

interns

on

September 14. At the
meeting,
Brooks
the

Chairman
emphasized

importance

of

internships and had
time to discuss security and military topics between
South Korea and the United States. KDVA plans to
continue communication with younger generations
through internship programs

Meeting with the Chief of Military Religious
Affairs Division of CFC/USFK/UNC
KUSAF met Pastor Kim Chulwoo, a Colonel of the U.S. Army
and discussed the upcoming first
national
meeting

prayer
for

the

breakfast
ROK-U.S.

Alliance and combined troops
promoted by KUSAF. COL Kim
promised active support for the
event. The first ROK-US alliance
prayer breakfast meeting will be held in January 2022
together with Far East Broadcasting.

KUSAF & KDVA Major Events
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Establishing and Awarding “Honors”

The Honors are given to express gratitude to those who have contributed to strengthening the Korea-U.S. Alliance, and sec
urity and peace on the Korean Peninsula. I look forward to the participation of many people.

Join KDVA TODAY
☞ How to join

1. Join us today - Regular Members
2. Input your email address at “Become a Member”
3. Regular Members Application – input related
information
4. Complete the application after filling in the blanks
5. After 2~3 days of completing the application, the
KDVA is recruiting members through its website. People
who have worked for the Defense Ministry, Joint Chiefs
of Staff, Service headquarters, the ROK-U.S. Combined

result, ID and password will be sent via email
6. Login at the KDVA Portal with your personal ID and
password

Forces, the KATUSA, etc. who are interested in
promoting the Alliance, please participate.

Contributions of Ambassador Ahn Ho-young
Ambassador Ahn Ho-young is president of the University of North Korean Studies. He
served as Korean ambassador to the United States and First Vice Foreign Minister. On
September 2, he contributed this article on The Korea Times.
The full contribution is attached

Upcoming Events



DMZ Tour & ROK Policy Brief
 Date: October 27 (Considering Covid-19, can be re-scheduled)
 Invitees : KUSAF, KDVA, AMCHAM corporate leaders
 Visit Panmunjom/4th Tunnel/Dora OP and CIQ, hear ROK MND and MOU policy



KUSAF / KDVA Breakfast meeting
 Date/time: October 20, 07:30, Hilton Hotel
 Guest speaker : General(Ret.) Curtis Scaparrotti
 Invitees: KUSAF, KDVA, donors



The ROK-U.S. Alliance Peace Conference (Sponsored by MPVA)
 21-2 APC : November, Seoul, Millennium Hilton Hotel
☞ SCM Celebration Seminar & Gala Dinner
☞ 3rd CFC CDR-DCDR Forum
 21-3 APC: December 15th, Hawaii
☞ Indo-Pacific Command, War Veterans Associations, APCSS



Support KDVA’s Revisit to Korea Program
 November, invites 20 KDVA veterans & spouses(helpers)



The 11th ROK-U.S. Alliance Forum
 November, Park Byung-Seuk, Speaker of the National Assembly



KUSAF/KDVA “HONORS” Awards Ceremony
 Receive nomination of candidates, awards ceremony
 Award exemplary ROK/U.S. active and retired soldiers, civilians
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Donators to KUSAF

Pastor Kim Jang-hwan, FEBC, Wall of Remembrance
404 million won

Joseph Song, President of Asian Tigers,
7 million won (1 million won monthly)

Son Jae-ill, CEO of Hanwha Defense,
80,000 dollars

Park Nam-hi, individual
10 million won

Kim Seung-Mo, CEO of Hanwha,
40,000 dollars

Kim Gil-Youn, KUSAF Advisor
5 million won

Kim Yeon-chul, CEO of Hanwha System,

Kim Yoo-Geun, Military Mutual Aid Asso.
5 million won

40,000 dollars

Shin Hyun-Woo, CEO of Hanwha Aerospace

40,000 dollars

Lee Kun-Soo, Chairman of Dongah Elecomm,
100 million won
Lee Juyeon, President of Pigeon,
30 million won
Lee Young-Ae, Actress,
25 million won
Yoon Yoon-Soo, Chairman of FILA Holdings,
20 million won
Ahn Hyun-Hoo, CEO of KAI,
20 million won

Kang Yong-Kyu, Pastor of HanShin church,
5 million won
Kwon Young-jae, CEO of Yoonsung
5 million won
Nah Sang-Woong, Chairman of Kdia,
3 million won
Kim Seoung-Nam, CEO of Joeun System,
2 million won
Kim Myung-Jin, CEO of ECHON Accounting Corp.,
2 million won
Choi Jong-Man, CEO of Shinhan Accounting Corp.,
2 million won

Jeoung Young-Soo, Advisor of CJ Global,
10 million won

Kwak Gyu-Baek, CEO of Hyundai Accounting Corp.,
1 million won

Park Jong-Bum, CEO of Youngsan Glonet Co.,
10 million won

Kim Sun-Tae, CEO of Daesungsamkyeong
Accounting Corp.,1 million won

Woo Hyun-Hee, Chairman of the KUFA,
10 million won

Hong Jae-Chang, KTC Group
1 million won

Robert Laing, Vice President of Lockheed, Kr.
10 million won

Noh Soo-cheol, Law Firm “Min” lawyer,
1 million won

안호영 대사 기고문

Afghanistan and Alliance
Ambassador Ahn Ho-young
President Joe Biden announced on April 14 that the withdrawal of U.S. forces will begin on May 1, in line
with an agreement Trump's administration made with the Taliban. Since then, the Taliban began a
strikingly rapid advance across the country, taking one regional capital after another, and reached the
doorsteps of Kabul by Aug. 14. Next morning, it released a statement that "our forces do not want to enter
Kabul through military means.“
At the time, I sincerely hoped that this pause of the Taliban's advance and Afghan resistance would
provide sufficient time to evacuate foreigners and Afghan citizens who had worked with the foreign
community. However, on the same day, Afghan President Ashraf Ghani fled the country, and Kabul fell to
the Taliban.
This started the stampede of the foreign community and tens of thousands of Afghans to the Karzai
Airport in the hopes of flying out of Afghanistan. In the following two weeks, the U.S. and other countries
could evacuate more than 100,000 foreigners and Afghans. However, there still remain a large number of
foreigners and Afghans wishing to leave the country.
Afghans in particular braved grave risk to their life, passed through Taliban checkpoints, got to the
airport, had to bear the threat of terrorist attacks and desperately waited for a chance to get out. This was
a heart-wrenching scene of Kabul I read about and watched on TV every day.
Given the enormity of the tragedy, the blame game has started in Washington, D.C., and in many other
places including the capitals of some U.S. allies. In the process, heavy blame is dumped on President Joe
Biden. It looks unavoidable for some time. As Biden said in his speech on Aug. 16, "the buck stops with
me" as president of the U.S. Getting the blame for making painful decisions should be part of the job.
However, I wonder if all this blame game is fair or helpful, especially with respect to U.S. allies.
A frequent complaint from some NATO allies seems to be that they were not consulted sufficiently about
the U.S. decision. I do not know the extent or the depth of consultation at this time. What I remember
from my days as Korean ambassador in Brussels in 2011-12 was the constant process of consultation
among NATO ambassadors.
At that time, Korea used to operate a provincial reconstruction team (PRT) in the Parwan province of
Afghanistan as a member of the International Security Assistance Forces (ISAF), and I used to attend
NATO council meetings held in the ISAF format.

Contribution by Ambassador Ahn Ho-young
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The ISAF was a genuinely multi-national institution, with the participation of all 28 NATO member
countries and 24 non-NATO countries. During my time at ISAF meetings, the main theme of discussion
was transition and transformation ― transition of ISAF responsibilities to Afghan forces and government
by the end of 2014, after which ISAF forces would cease their combat mission and play only an advisory
role.
Every ISAF meeting used to repeat the mantra of "In Together, Out Together," meaning that all the
decisions and implementation of decisions would be made collectively by all members.
In fact, I, as a representative of a non-NATO country, envied the depth of consultation among NATO
member countries. Most, if not all, NATO members used to have their offices at the NATO headquarters
building, which enabled NATO diplomats and military personnel to live, work, dine and communicate in
the same building.
It is because of this memory from my days in Brussels that it is not easy for me to understand some NATO
allies' complaints about the lack of consultation provided by the U.S. If it was not sufficient, I think the
main reason was because the U.S. itself was taken by surprise by the sudden collapse of Kabul as any
other country was. I read even the Taliban was surprised.
An even bigger concern I have is the negative impact the recent developments in Kabul can have on the
strength of the alliance. The most potent foreign policy theme pronounced by Biden has been "the U.S. is
back." Now, in the aftermath of Kabul, the sincerity and the capacity of the U.S. behind this objective are
being questioned even in the capitals of important U.S. allies. I do not think this helps the strategic
interests of U.S. allies in any manner.
Watching the heart-wrenching scenes in Kabul, I cannot suppress my own deep sense of frustration. A
recurring question in my mind is if the withdrawal from Kabul could have been arranged in a better way.
Even President Biden, while emphasizing the inevitability of the decision to withdraw, acknowledges the
failure of intelligence.
Having said that, the anger, frustration and self-questioning must not spill over and lead to questioning
Biden's intention to stop the long-overdue bleeding in U.S. military and political resources and renew U.S.
leadership around the world, based on strengthened relations with allies.
Graham Allison, a Harvard academic who coined and widely circulated the concept of the Thucydides trap
several years ago, recently had this to say: "Biden deserves praise, not scorn, for taking a calculated risk
in order to extract the U.S. from a failing effort in a misguided mission.”

Contribution by Ambassador Ahn Ho-young

