
October 18, 2021 

To All Members, Advisors, Partners, and Followers of KDVA 

Remembering Colin L. Powell 

Friends, when I learned of the passing of former Secretary of State and General 
(Retired) Colin L. Powell I was shocked and saddened.  Many of you were also.  I asked 
him a few years ago, after he had left government for the final time, “which did he prefer 
as a title, ‘Secretary’ or ‘General’?” . . . His reply without hesitation was, “General.” 

To me that story illustrates who he was – first and foremost a Soldier.  Engaging him in 
a moment of discussion would invariably bring forth many stories of his military service.  
These are also well-documented in his several books and many speeches.  Having had 
many discussions with him over several decades, I found one set of stories to be what I 
perceived to be most memorable and that brought him the greatest joy in recounting.   
That is the set of stories around his service as an Infantry Battalion commander in 
Korea.  He would regale the stories of running with his battalion through the hills east of 
Tongducheon that surrounded and joined Camps Casey and Hovey.  He spoke about 
some of the racial tensions extant in the US Forces in Korea and how he cleverly 
displaced the tensions by building cohesion.  He spoke of tactical patrols along the DMZ 
and courtesy patrols in “the Ville” all with enthusiasm and fulfillment.  It was, he shared 
with me, the assignment that committed him to long-service and shaped him most as a 
leader.  The rest is truly history making, again and again. 

To each of you his stories should sound very, very familiar.  Some of you were in his 
unit at the time, others had similar – no, identical experiences.  At the very least, you 
can relate to each aspect.  I certainly do.   

General Powell was a Soldier.  And General Powell was a Korea Defense Veteran.  Let 
us remember him that way as we strive to strengthen the Korea – U.S. Alliance and to 
honor and support those who served it and defended it.  Rest well, General.  KDVA 
salutes you.  Katchi Kapshida!  

Vincent K. Brooks 
General, U.S. Army (Retired) 
Chairman and President 
Korea Defense Veterans Association 

             Then-Lt. Col. Colin Powell (second from left) with his Infantry Battalion in Korea, 1974.
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