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The ROK-U.S. Alliance and our Veterans had a significant summer, and the members of the Korea Defense Veterans Association have 
played a key role in convening and connecting our members, senior Alliance leaders, Veterans, and supporters. On June 25th, we 
commemorated the unforgettable contributions of Korean War Veterans with another KDVA webinar honoring these Veterans and 
their families. In July, we conducted ROK-U.S. Alliance Peace Conference 21-01 in Washington, DC. And in August, we announced the 
2021 KDVA & KUSAF Honors and asked for Honoree nominations. In September, KDVA will announce the start of Local Chapters and 
(virtual) Common Interest Groups. Each of these events will help KDVA better support the Alliance and our Veterans. We encourage all 
members to share your experiences by going to KDVA.vet for several programs ... and please tell your friends to join! 
~ General (Ret.) Vincent Brooks, KDVA Chairman and President

  2021: “Defense and Diplomacy, Together for the Alliance”

AUGUST  NEWS HEADLINES
Aug 2: Foreign Affairs @ForeignAffairs
The U.S. and South Korea must approach 
North Korea from a position of strength, 
write Vincent Brooks and Ho Young Leem. 
Superior joint military and diplomatic power 
is what will enable the allies to deter Kim’s 
threats and pave the way to a lasting peace.

Aug 5: Adm. John Aquilino, Commander of 
U.S. Indo- Pacific Command, said a strong 
U.S.-ROK alliance helps ensure peace and 
stability on the Korean Peninsula, which 
allows allies to engage with the recalcitrant 
North with strength and confidence.

Aug 12: The U.S. State Department reiterated 
its stance on joint military drills between 
South Korea and the U.S., saying, “The joint 
military exercises are purely defensive in 
nature. As we have long maintained, the 
United States harbors no hostile intent 
towards the DPRK.”

Aug 20: U.S. President Joe Biden stated 
allies like South Korea and Taiwan are 
fundamentally different from Afghanistan 
when it comes to U.S. security commitment. 
Biden further stressed the U.S. has kept its 
sacred commitment and would respond if 
anyone were to take action against our allies.

Aug 25: South Korea is set to airlift 380 
Afghans including family members who 
assisted Korean operations in Afghanistan to 
South Korea this week.

Aug 26: U.S. and ROK concluded their 
summertime combined military exercise 
today. South Korean and U.S. military 
authorities were unable to conduct a Full 
Operational Capability (FOC) test during the 
main exercise.

William Gallo @GalloVOA (VOA Seoul bureau 
chief ) US approves sale of $258 million in 
precision guided munitions to South Korea, 
@StateDept announces. The proposed sale 
will help S. Korea “by increasing available 
stores of munitions on the Korean Peninsula 
in support of Alliance Operations Plans 
(OPLANs), as well as to fulfill conditions 
outlined by the Condition - Based Operational 
Plan,” notice says.
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Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea, August 6 at 4:30 
AM · Had a long week? Stressed from work or just 
tired of the day-to- day grind?
“When everything seems to be going against you 
remember an airplane takes off against the wind 
instead of with it.”
Like our F-16s, spread your wings to rise through the 
wind this weekend, then be ready to soar into the 
next week. ~ by Staff Sgt. Steven Adkins

Join KDVA for free! (kdva.vet/members/) -- 2021 has seen historic membership increases!

LOOKING AHEAD:
KDVA is opening Local Chapters in the United 
States! If you are interested in starting a KDVA 
Local Chapter, contact KDVA HQ at any time at 
KDVA.localchapters@gmail.com.

KDVA in partnership with KUSAF and the ROK 
Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Affairs (MPVA) is 
seeking Korea Defense Veterans for the 1st Korea 
Revisit Program for Defense Veterans. If interested, 
please go to KDVA.vet to apply by Oct. 4, 2021.

KDVA’s Internship Program (KIP) is accepting 
applications until Sep. 23, 2021. Apply at kdva.
internships@gmail.com. For details, go to KDVA.vet.

KDVA and KUSAF held a working breakfast with Dr. 
Kurt Campbell, Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Coordinator for Indo-Pacific Affairs in the National 
Security Council, on July 27, 2021.
The senior U.S. and ROK leaders rekindled old 
friendships, and Dr. Campbell shared insights about 
the outcomes of the recent U.S.-ROK summit meeting, 
the priority and prominence of the Republic of Korea, 
and affirmed the U.S. commitment to the security of 
Korea.
See the full press release at https://kdva.vet/
announcements/.

U.S. Department of State, August 16 at 9:00 PM ·
In our shared fight against the pandemic, the 
United States delivered 400,000 doses of single-
shot Johnson & Johnson vaccine to the Republic of 
Korea. The United States is committed to the US-ROK 
partnership.

KDVA and KUSAF conducted the first ROK-
U.S. Alliance Peace Conference (APC) of 2021 in 
Washington, DC on July 28, 2021 that brought 
together American and Korean senior leaders 
and thought leaders to discuss current topics 
about the ROK-U.S. Alliance and our Veterans.

The APC convened the Defense and Diploma-
cy Dialogue (3D) to discuss how defense and 
diplomacy will work together to realize the 
“U.S.-ROK Leaders’ Joint Statement” (from the 
U.S.-ROK Summit) to make the Alliance better.

The Defense Industry Dialogue (DID) discussed 
how defense industries in ROK and U.S. sup-
port and are planning to support the Alliance.

A Beer & Wine Hour in the historic Mayflower 
Hotel concluded the day.

Other Alliance Peace Conferences will be in 
Seoul during the Security Consultative Meeting 
timeframe in November 2021 and in Hawaii in 
mid-December 2021.

For details, to include the video, go to https://
kdva.vet/past-events-photos/.


