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For Korean and American Veterans, the month of June is a special time for remembering fallen comrades, hardships endured, and special bonds 
developed during the Korean War. As the son of a Korean War Veteran, it is a time for me to reflect on my father’s service and contributions to 
bringing stability to the Korean Peninsula and helping to save South Korea. As a Korea Defense Veteran, I look with great awe at the example 
Korean War Veterans set for me. Finally, as a member of KDVA, I would like to call on all supporters of our Veterans to set aside time to reflect 
on their impact in securing a better future for all of us, and make the effort to help them when ever you can. One way of doing that is by joining 
KDVA – we would be honored to have you in our ranks! 
~ Lt. Gen. (Ret.) Bernard S. Champoux, former Eighth Army Commander

  2021: “Defense and Diplomacy, Together for the Alliance”

MAY  NEWS HEADLINES

May 4: Pentagon stated that the new U.S. 
policy toward North Korea does not affect the 
U.S. alliance with South Korea, or its defense 
commitment on the Korean Peninsula.

May 7: ROK Defense Minister Suh Wook 
pledged to push for the transition of wartime 
OPCON based on a staunch combined 
readiness posture and alliance.

May 7: Harry Harris@IFlyP3 (former U.S. 
Ambassador to ROK) Big congrats to former 
SecDef/General Jim Mattis for receiving 
ROK MINDEF’s General Paik Sun- Yup 
Award. Presented yesterday by Amb. Lee 
Soo- Hyuck. Truly superb awardee & a truly 
superb namesake award. Both Generals were 
extraordinary wartime commanders. We go 
together!

May 10: In ROK President Moon’s public 
address to mark his fourth year in office, he 
welcomed U.S. President Biden’s North Korea 
policy saying it’s a realistic and practical 
direction that focuses on diplomacy, and he 
also vowed continued cooperation with the 
U.S.

May 13: During KUSAF & KDVA’s farewell 
event for Gen. Abrams, he said a “rock solid” 
combined defense posture between the U.S. 
and ROK is the “single greatest deterrent” 
against any potential adversaries, including 
North Korea.

May 19: Gen. Paul LaCamera, the nominee 
for commander of U.S. Forces Korea, stressed 
that large- scale, joint military drills between 
the ROK and the U.S., are extremely important 
in building readiness. He further noted that 
in-person field exercises are also significantly 
important as they allow U.S. forces to work with 
their South Korean allies.

May 21: The first summit between U.S. 
President Biden and ROK President Moon was 
highlighted by a joint decision with the U.S. 
to terminate guidelines that restricted Seoul’s 
development of missiles. President Biden 
announced the U.S. will provide COVID-19 
vaccines to cover all 550,000 ROK troops.
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Farewell to Gen. Robert Abrams from KUSAF and 
KDVA, May 13, 2021. KUSAF and KDVA gathered 
several organizations that support CFC, USFK, and the 
Alliance for a farewell event for Gen. Abrams, who will 
change command with Gen. Paul LaCamera in summer 
2021. Gen. Abrams became a KDVA member.

Wall of Remembrance Groundbreaking 
Ceremony, May 21, 2021. Korean War Veterans 
Memorial Foundation Chairman, Gen. (Ret.) John Tilelli 
(far left) thanked Maryland Governor Larry Hogan for 
Maryland’s contributions to the Wall.

Join KDVA for free! (kdva.vet/members/) -- 2021 has seen historic membership increases!

LOOKING AHEAD:
KDVA and KUSAF have declared “U.S.-ROK Alliance 
Memorial Week” starting with U.S. Memorial Day 
on May 31 to ROK Memorial Day on June 6. Read 
the joint message at: https://kdva.vet/2021/05/28/
kdvas-kusafs- memorial-week-message/

Jun 8, 8:30 a.m. EDT / 9:30 p.m. KST: KDVA’s Alliance 
101 and Korea 101 Webinar. Interact with KDVA’s 
interns to discuss the Alliance and Korea! Register 
at: https://kdva.vet/event/kdvas-alliance-101-and- 
korea-101-webinar/?event_date=2021-06-08

Jun 25, 8:30 a.m. EDT / 9:30 p.m. KST: KDVA’s Korean 
War Webinar. See announcement soon. 
KDVA’s new series that answers “From my service in 
Korea, I learned...” started on May 27, 2021.
Please look for more stories and interviews 
throughout the year.

ROK President Moon, Jae-in visited U.S. President 
Joe Biden on May 21, 2021. The successful summit 
highlighted the two countries’ desire for a better 
relationship on regional security, technology, vaccine 
supply, and economic cooperation. President Moon 
stated that the “meeting produced the best ever 
outcomes. It was a better-than-expected achievement.”

2nd Infantry Division, May 6 at 10:02 AM
It’s time to travel! Soldiers from the 2nd Combat Aviation 
Brigade explore Korean culture in Seoul.

Looking Back on the Korean War with Earl 
Goodall By Douglas John Imbrogno | West-
VirginiaVille.com | May 25, 2021

I had been driving past Earl Goodall’s house at 
the end of the street for years, but had never 
made his acquaintance. I thought he might be 
standoffish or just not a sociable human being. 
How wrong I was! Earl and I finally began talking 
on my porch last year. He would come visit me, 
taking a break from mowing his along with the 
and harvest. He wears his 90 years lightly and 
laughs easily.

On one visit to my porch, he said: “You know I 
was in the war, don’t ya?”

“Which war is that, Earl?” I asked.

“The Korean War. I was on the front lines. At 
Christmas Hill,” he said. I was further intrigued by 
this sweet man.

Large numbers of American and Korean forces 
were killed at Christmas Hill, one of many flash-
points in the “Battles of the Hills.” Corporal Earl 
Goodall was among the fresh recruits rushed 
to the front lines to take the place of the many 
soldiers killed and wounded in the 45th Division.

Earl was nearly killed right after he arrived as 
incoming fire erupted in the camp. “I knew that 
shot was coming close to me — and I ducked. 
And that round went right over top my head 
where the sandbag was. That saved my life there.”

He recalls the jubilation among his fellow sol-
diers at news of a truce in the war. “I was right on 
Christmas Hill. I heard that Eisenhower stopped 
the war. What a miracle it was!”

Prior to the pandemic, in between tending his 
yard and visiting with his children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren, Earl would regularly 
don his Army shirt and cap and attend Veterans 
Day events and parades. He looks forward to 
resuming his involvement with events related to 
the Korean War as pandemic restrictions ease.

Does he think of himself as hero? Earl responds 
quickly. “No! I had to do what I had to do.”


