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Foundation Holds the 9th ROK-US Alliance Forum,
Invites Chairman of Financial Services Commission

KUSAF, along with KDVA, hosted the “9th ROK-U.S. Alliance Forum” on March 25th,
inviting Eun Sung-soo, chairman of the Financial Services Commission as a guest
speaker. The forum was held by linking the on-site event to video conference.
Chairman Eun gave a lecture on strengthening the Korea-U.S. Alliance through
financial cooperation. He suggested “3Cs” -- Cross-investment, Co-movement, and
Co-operation-- as a way of strengthening the Alliance through financial cooperation.
Choi Jong- moon, the Vice Foreign Minister, stressed that the Korea-U.S. Alliance,
which began as a security alliance, is developing into a comprehensive strategic
alliance that works together for regional and global cooperation as a key axis of
peace, security, and prosperity on the Korean Peninsula. Robert Rapson, Chargé
d’Affaires ad interim at U.S. Embassy Seoul, stressed that the Korea-U.S. Alliance, which has been rooted in sacrifice,
friendship, and mutual trust for decades, is building a comprehensive and strategic partnership based on the common
values of liberal democracy, human rights, and rule of law.
Choi Joong-kyung, KUSAF advisor, stressed the important role of
economic cooperation, not just military cooperation, in strengthening
the friendship of the U.S. and South Korean troops. At this forum,
President Jung Seung-Jo; Kim Joo-Yong from the MPVA; Kwon
Tae-shin were among those attending on-site; and President
Vincent Brooks; General(R) Curtis Scaparrotti; Thomas J. Byrne from
Korea Society; and Randall Jones from KEI were among those
attending virtually. About 200 representatives from companies &
organizations, including Hanwha and SM Groups, who are sponsoring
the Alliance, also attended the event on-site and virtually.

The main contents of Eun Sung-soo's
speech on Korea-U.S. financial cooperation
are on page 8.
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Foundation Interviews, Holds Discussions with Key Personnel
Courtesy call to Park Byeong-Seug, Speaker of the National Assembly of the ROK

On March 22nd, the Foundation visited National Assembly Speaker Park Byeong-seug and exchanged opinions for the
development of the Alliance. The Speaker said, ”The Korea-U.S. Alliance, the starting point for our diplomacy and
security, is developing comprehensively in every way," and made it clear that Korea's presence today was due to the
strength of the Alliance. Regarding inter-Korean dialogue, he also stressed that dialogue is possible only when we
have strong defense capabilities. The speaker also noted that South Korea's position should be reflected considering
that the North Korean nuclear issue is related to our survival. He expressed his gratitude for the Foundation’s
contributions to public diplomacy, as he appraises as meaningful the effort to unite the 3.5 million soldiers who have
served in USFK. The speaker promised to deliver a speech at the ROK-U.S. Alliance Forum in November.
Meeting with Suh Hoon, National Security
Advisor, Cheong Wa Dae

The Foundation held a luncheon meeting with Suh Hoon, NSA, on the
15th of March. The 2021 project to promote the Korea-U.S. Alliance of
the Foundation was introduced, and various opinions were shared for
the development of the Korea-U.S. Alliance, including the transfer of
the wartime OPCON. The NSA promised unwavering support for the
Korea-U.S. Alliance and the Foundation, and active participation in
the “First Korea-U.S. Alliance National Prayer Breakfast” in June. The
NSA and the secretary for defense reform began regular monthly
sponsorship of the Foundation.
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The Foundation visited the DAPA to discuss ways to
cooperate between the Foundation and DAPA. The

The Foundation congratulated the inauguration of Kim

Minister of DAPA will deliver a speech on Defense

Yoon-Tae, the new head of KIDA, and decided to

Industry Development Measures and Defense Industry

strengthen cooperation between the Foundation and

Cooperation between ROK and U.S. at a closed-door

KIDA. Both organizations will expand mutual support

meeting organized by the Foundation on April 27th.

at major seminars in the future.

KUSAF and KDVA’s Major Events
Closed-door Video Conference with Marc Knapper, the U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary

On March 23rd, KUSAF, along with KDVA, held a private video conference
with Marc Knapper, the U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary for Korea and Japan.
Mr. Knapper, who returned home from the 2+2 meeting between Korea and
U.S. on March 18th, explained the results of his visit to Korea and the
meetings and held a Q&A session with the directors and advisors of KUSFA
and KDVA. The conference with Mr. Knapper was an opportunity for
participants to share their opinions on various issues such as North Korea's
nuclear program, China, ROK-U.S.-Japan security cooperation, the Quad, and
THAAD. KUSAF hopes that the 2+2 meeting will serve as a starting point for
strengthening the Alliance based on mutual trust, liberal democracy, human
rights, and rule of law, and will serve as an opportunity to restore the Alliance.
KDVA, Held a Webinar on DMZ

Video Conference between MPVA-KDVA

On March 17th, KDVA held a Webinar on Korea

On March 9th, General Vincent Brooks, the chairman

service soldiers who served in the DMZ following

of KDVA, and Hwang Ki-Cheol, the Minister of MPVA,

27th,

shared the activities of KDVA and discussed ways to

1953. A panel of experts on the webinar shared their

cooperate through a video conference. KDVA and

meaningful DMZ experience from the hostile and

MPVA exchanged views on many projects such as

dangerous times of the ‘60s and ‘70s, when there

Revisit Korea Program, ROK-U.S. Alliance Future

was engagement with North Korean troops..

Peace Conference and Wall of Remembrance.

the signing of the Armistice Agreement on July
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KUSAF and KDVA’s Major Events
Chairman Jung Seung-Jo, Gives Interview on
Korea-U.S Alliance with Munhwa-Ilbo
Interviews

on

the

Alliance

with

Munhwa-Ilbo by the chairman of the
Foundation were published in the
paper and on the Internet on March 3rd.
Chairman Jung has made it clear that
the Korea-U.S. Alliance is the toppriority, followed by the cooperative
relationship with China. He proposed
ways to strengthen the Alliance; form
a

3+3

diplomacy,

strategic
security,

dialogue
economy;

with
and

form an external evaluation team with
retired officers and military experts to
evaluate the objective transfer of
wartime OPCON. Details can be found
on the Munhwa Ilbo website.
http://www.munhwa.com/news/view.h
The English translated version is attached in Word file.

tml?no=2021030301031330114001

KUSAF & KDVA, Statement on the ROK-U.S. SMA
KUSAF and KDVA jointly issued a welcoming statement
on March 10th on the 11th Special Measures Agreement
between Korea and the U.S. KUSAF and KDVA stated,
“With the transition to the Biden administration as a
catalyst, the Agreement was expeditiously reached in a
direction that is reasonable, fair, and mutually agreeable.”
You can read the full statement on page 7.

The Foundation Holds 2021 First Regular Board of Directors Meeting
The Foundation held the first regular
1,000 Korean Won

Incomes
Beginning balance

Sponsorship, etc.

Govt Project

421,194

630,396

115,611

Execution

balance

734,357

432,844

BOD meeting of 2021 on March 25th,
introduced the 2020 project and budget
settlement issues on the agenda, and
approved them unanimously.

Foundation Receives Messages Regarding Korea-U.S. Alliance
Suh Wook, the Minister of ROK National Defense sent the

Message on Korea-U.S. Defense Ministers’ Meeting

following message to the Foundation after the first defense
ministers’ meeting under the Biden administration.
“My special thanks to KUSAF & KDVA. I reaffirmed the
Biden administration’s strong commitment to restore the
Alliance and the steady cohesion between Korea and the
U.S. by attending the ROK-U.S. Defense Ministers’ Meeting
and the 2+2 meeting on March 17th and 18th.
As you all know well, the Korea-U.S. foreign and defense ministers’ talks took place after five years. It is also the
first time in 11 years that the U.S. foreign and defense ministers visited Korea at the same time. I think the U.S. has
great strategic importance and value to our ROK-U.S. Alliance. Secretary Austin especially expressed his special trust
and affection to the Alliance by saying, “I will make every effort to develop the ‘Great Korea-U.S. Alliance’ using all
my powers as the U.S. Secretary of Defense.” Secretary Austin and I will continue to upgrade the Alliance to the next
level and support our governments' efforts to denuclearize and establish lasting peace on the Korean Peninsula based
on our solid defense posture."
March 22nd, 2021, Minister of National Defense Suh Wook
CFC Commander & Deputy Commander Sends Message to KUSAF
“For more than 70 years, the

“During the combined exercise,

Republic of Korea and United

I looked back once again on the

States

an

beginning and center of the

ironclad Alliance - forged in

freedom and peace we now

combat - that remains the

enjoy. That beginning is our

linchpin of peace, security and

combined defense capability and

stability in the Korean peninsula

posture.

have

maintained

and across Northeast Asia. The strength and foundation

This combined exercise served as a momentum of

of the ROK-U.S. Alliance is the trust established

strengthening the trust of the ROK-U.S. Alliance and

through our combined military strength, bonded

the trust of the ROK-U.S. soldiers. The most important

through a robust combined defense posture that

and fundamental thing in the Alliance is trust, which

provides a credible military deterrence and defense of

has been sufficiently achieved through this time of

the

or

strengthening the combined defense capabilities and

adversary. As recently reaffirmed by U.S. Defense

posture. I would like to extend my gratitude to General

Secretary Austin, the ROK-U.S. Alliance “forged

Abrams, the U.S. Forces Korea friends, and the U.S.

through shared sacrifice, is more important now than

augmentees for their dedication. It was an admirable

ever.” Together, the Alliance remains steadfast and

exercise that convinced us we would always win

ready to ‘Fight Tonight’!”

together."

Republic

of

Korea

against

any

threat

March 23rd, 2021, General Robert Abrams

March 19th, 2021, General Kim Seoung-kyum
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Cooperation with Korea-U.S. Alliance organizations and sponsoring agencies
Cooperation between KUSAF and Project Solider

The Foundation has decided to expand cooperation with Project Soldier, which captures the dedication of Korean
War veterans and U.S. military personnel in Korea. Project Soldier has been photographing, framing, and donating
photos of around 3,000 South Korean soldiers and U.S. troops in South Korea and 1,400 Korean and U.N. war veterans
since 2013 in order to record the pride of soldiers and veterans and deliver it to the next generation. Under the
theme "Let them be remembered," the Project Soldier aims to visit the 22 UN sending states by the 70th anniversary
of the Armistice in 2023, and to express gratitude to veterans and record their figures and stories. The Foundation is
considering various ways to cooperate, such as hosting and sponsoring joint events.
Korea Aerospace Industries, LTD
Sponsors the Alliance
The Foundation held a luncheon meeting with the Korea Aerospace
Industries on March 9th to discuss various means of cooperation for the
development of the Korea-U.S. Alliance. Korea Aerospace Industries
donated 20 million won to the Korea-U.S. Alliance.

Choi Joong-kyung, KUSAF Advisor,
Inauguration to President of Korea-America Association
The KAA appointed Choi Joong-kyung as its 8th chairman. The KAA was established in 1963,
with the aims of mutual understanding, friendly cooperation, and strengthening the Alliance. It
is currently conducting activities such as the publication of weekly reports on Korea-U.S.
relations, luncheon speeches, and the Friendship Night. As President Choi is an advisor of
KUSAF, the cooperation between KUSAF and KAA is expected to expand.
Cooperation of KUSAF-AMCHAM Defense

Thank you for your donation to the Alliance in 2021

Technological & Industrial Cooperation Committee
Lee Kun-Soo, Chairman of Dongah Elecomm, 100 million won
Yoon Yoon-soo, Chairman of FILA Holdings, 20 million won
Woo Hyun-euy, Chairman of RUAFA, 10 million won
Joseph Song, CEO of Asian Tigers Korea, 1.5 million won
Noh Soo-cheol, Law Firm “Min” Lawyer, 1 million won
Ahn Hyun-ho, CEO of KAI, 20 million won
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KUSAF/KDVA Statement on SMA
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Chairman Eun’s Presentation Materials
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Major Scheduled Events
★ The closed-door meeting with Kang Eun-ho, Minister of DAPA
07:30, 27th of April, Hilton Hotel
★ A farewell event for General Robert Abrams, CFC/UNC/USFK Commander
TBD
★ ROK-U.S. Alliance Future Peace Conference co-hosted by KUSAF/KDVA
July/October/December, Washington/Seoul/Hawaii
★ Wreath-laying Ceremony at the Seoul National Cemetery
4th of June, executives & advisors of the Foundation
★ The ROK-US Alliance National Prayer Breakfast
June, sponsored by the Far East Broadcasting Co.
★ The 10th ROK-U.S. Alliance Forum: 9th of July, Chilgok Dabu-dong,
commemorate the 1st anniversary of the late General Paik Sun-yeop
(10th of July)

Thank you for your donation for the Korea-U.S Alliance.

