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I am very pleased to join the Council of Advisers for the KDVA. My memories are many and fond for the tour in Korea as 
Assistant Division Commander of 2nd Infantry Division at Camp Casey and as the Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations, Plans 
and Training at United Nations Command in Seoul (UNC/CFC/USFK/Eighth Army, 1993-1996). I served nearly half of my 35 year 
military career overseas in Europe and the Asia- Pacific Region. The ROK-U.S. Alliance is matchless and the most cherished 
relationship that I have been associated. I am thankful for the opportunity to provide insights and advice to General Brooks, a 
trusted and great friend. Together with the KDVA members and our supporters, I look forward to serving the Alliance and our 
great Veterans again! ~ Sincerely, Larry Ellis, General (Retired), USA

  2021: “Defense and Diplomacy, Together for the Alliance”

FEBRUARY NEWS HEADLINES

Feb. 2: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
said his team will review U.S. policy about 
Pyongyang “across the board” to determine 
the most effective ways to denuclearize the 
Korean Peninsula. Possible measures may 
include further sanctions in coordination with 
U.S. allies, as well as unspecified diplomatic 
incentives.
U.S. and ROK’s Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff held video talks. Gen. Won In-choul and 
Gen. Mark Milley agreed to continue efforts 
to make “visible progress” on the envisioned 
transition of wartime operational control.
Feb. 3: U.S. Deputy Secretary of Defense 
nominee Kathleen Hicks said U.S. alliances 
need to be understood from the strategic 
value they serve instead of simply how much 
it costs to maintain them.
Feb. 4: U.S. President Joe Biden and ROK 
President Moon Jae-in agreed to draw up 
a joint “comprehensive” strategy on North 
Korea. On Japan, they shared the view that 
an improvement in Seoul- Tokyo relations is 
crucial, as well as the strengthening of trilateral 
security partnerships.
문재인 (President Moon Jae-in) @moonriver365 
I just had a great conversation with President 
@JoeBiden @POTUS. I welcomed ‘America’s 
return’ ... President Biden and I pledged to 
further upgrade the ROK-US alliance, an 
alliance that is anchored in shared values. 
We will always stand together as we work for 
peace on the Korean Peninsula and tackle 
global challenges. We go together!
ROK Ministry of National Defense’s 
spokesperson said, “South Korea and the 
U.S. are closely coordinating how to hold 
the combined command post exercise in 
consideration of the COVID-19 situation.”
Feb 5: U.S. and ROK had a meeting to advance 
their negotiations on the Special Measures 
Agreement. The two sides agreed to pursue an 
early conclusion of their defense cost-sharing 
talks while working out “a mutually acceptable 
agreement.”
Feb 16: KEI@KoreaEconlsnt
... the long-term relationship between US and 
South Korea is unlikely to be defined by defense 
cooperation alone. This upends Kissinger’s 
belief that “America has no permanent friends 
or enemies, only interests.”
Feb. 16: ROK military apprehended a North 
Korean male north of the Civilian Control Line 
on the country’s east coast. An investigation is 
under way to find out how he made it across 
the heavily fortified inter-Korean border.
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Join KDVA for free! (kdva.vet/members/) -- KDVA membership increased by 21% in 2020!
  - Be part of a growing, premier professional organization that supports the ROK-U.S. Alliance
     that you helped build and continue to serve!
  - Network and have access to experts and experiences found nowhere else.
  - Connect with people who served with you in Korea.
  - Participate in forums, webinars, and events.
  - Volunteer in leadership positions, as interns, and community service. 
  - Get your thoughts published in our quarterly Journal.

Feb. 3: Celebrating National Women Physicians Day 
with Capt. Gwendolyn Warren, 8th Operational Medical 
Readiness Squadron... “Being both a family medicine 
physician and an officer in the United States Air Force 
enables me to help others, and it’s been a rewarding 
experience,” Warren said. “I felt proud to watch the recent 
swearing- in of the first female vice president of the United 
States; as we continue to strive toward gender equality as a 
country, a society and an institution.”
#womeninmedicine #doctor #girlpower
AFMS- Kunsan AB- 8th Medical Group | U.S. Air Force 
Medical Service - AFMS | 7th Air Force, Republic of Korea - 미 
7공군 | U.S. Forces Korea | U.S. Pacific Air Forces | U.S. Indo-
Pacific Command | Airman Magazine

Feb. 19: From 549th Hospital Center/Brian D. Allgood 
Army Community Hospital
92 year old U.S. Army retired Sgt. 1st Class William Chun 
is our oldest beneficiary who got the #COVAX. He was 
stationed in Camp Market, Bupyeong, Republic of Korea 
in 1961 with U.S. Army Signal Corps. He said “24 hours 
after the vaccination I feel a little sore on the arm but 
doing just fine!” #Champ #ArmyStrong #KillTheVirus 
#ProtectTheForce #MHSVaccine 65th Medical Brigade 
Eighth Army-Korea U.S. Forces Korea
Feb. 23: From Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea
Today for #BlackHistoryMonth, we honor and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Wolf 46, Gen. Charles “CQ” Brown, Jr.
On June 9, 2020, he made history when he was unanimously confirmed 
by the U.S. Senate to be the 22nd Chief of Staff of the United States Air 
Force, thus becoming the first African-American to both lead a branch 
of the U.S. Armed Forces and to serve as a member on the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. He was even listed in Time Magazine’s 100 Most Influential 
People of 2020!
Brown led the #WolfPack as Wolf 46 from 2007-2008 and made his way 
back around as the U.S. Pacific Air Forces commander in 2018. It was 
during his time as the PACAF commander, that he said. “I’m thinking 
about how I can make improvements — personally, professionally 
and institutionally — so that all Airmen, both today and tomorrow, 
appreciate the value of #diversity and can serve in an environment 
where they can reach their full potential.”
Gen. Brown, we thank you for your dedication and leadership! Once a 
Wolf, always a Wolf!

Looking Ahead:
Mar. 9 at 5:00 p.m. EST: Webinar “It’s Not Just 
Over There: The American Commitment to 
the Korean Peninsula.” Register at https://
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_
eAKBZpdzTsqte6IJy7rGjg
Mar. 24: 9th Alliance Forum with ROK 
Chairman of Financial Services Commission. 
Look for Zoom webinar invitations soon!
KDVA’s next “ROK-U.S. Alliance” Quarterly 
Journal is coming in Apr. 2021. Please submit 
articles for our Journal by Mar. 12 to kdva.
journal@ gmail.com.

Feb 11: From 2nd Infantry Division
It’s the Asian Lunar New Year or Seollal in South 
Korea. Lunar New Year is the new year based on the 
Lunar Calendar and is a time for family gatherings 
wherein participants in the celebrations partake 
in traditional foods such as ddeokguk or rice cake 
soup. They also play traditional games such as Yut 
Nori which is a board game where players must 
race around a board using 4 colored sticks rather 
than dice to determine movement.
Happy Lunar New Year!

Feb. 4: From 51st Fighter Wing Command Chief 
Master Sergeant Congratulations to our 51st Fighter 
Wing Annual Award winners! These Mustangs’ 
exemplary efforts ensured the wing successfully 
executed the #FightTonight mission through 
readiness, teamwork and camaraderie. I am honored 
to serve with you.


