
KDVA’s Mission is to enhance the 
ROK-U.S. Alliance by advocating for the 
Alliance and supporting the people 
who built and serve the Alliance.

NEWSLETTER“UNSUNG HEROES”

KOREA DEFENSE VETERANS ASSOCIATION 
Feb. 2021

contact@kdva.vet

Issue 21 - 1

KDVA is optimistic about the road ahead for one of the most important and unique Alliances in the world: the unbreakable 
and irreplaceable Alliance between the Republic of Korea and the United States. When the Board of Directors assessed 
the achievements of KDVA in 2020 and what we needed to focus on in 2021, we determined that the Association should 
convene and advocate for “Defense and Diplomacy” coming together to work important Alliance issues including 
negotiating with North Korea, managing the transition of wartime operational control, coming together quickly on 
burden sharing, and cooperation beyond defense issues.

We will introduce the “Defense and Diplomacy Dialogue” or “3-D” Series that will bring together very senior leaders of the 
Alliance to look for ways to make the Alliance better. And coming soon, KDVA will open Local Chapters (LC) in your area 
and Common Interest Chapters (CIC) virtually from anywhere in the world.

I hope you have noticed how KDVA has started communicating in both English and Korean -- like this monthly newsletter 
and our quarterly journal. So, I encourage anyone interested in being a part of this Alliance and supporting our Veterans 
to join the Association that is built for Korean and American advocates -- and you can now add your voice in both Korean 
and English! Thank you for your work “Together for the ROK-U.S. Alliance!” 

  2021: “Defense and Diplomacy, Together for the Alliance”

JANUARY NEWS HEADLINES

Jan. 7: CSIS Korea Chair@CSISKoreaChair
Kim Jong Un’s rare Party Congress opening 
speech lacked any explicit direction on foreign 
relations, but state media still highlighted 1 
country in particular: China, @nknewsorg
Jan. 14: ROK government decided to spend 
800 million won (U.S.$728,000) to conduct 
surveys on families separated by the 1950-
53 Korean War in a bid to check the state of 
surviving families and to hear their needs. 
Surveys will be conducted on around 50,000 
members of separated families from April to 
October. Tens of thousands of people remain 
separated from their long-lost families in the 
North since the Korean War.
Jan.15: North Korea staged a military parade 
in central Pyongyang, showing off its state-
of-the-art weapons, including a submarine-
launched ballistic missile (SLBM), state media 
reported. The parade came after Pyongyang 
wrapped up its eight-day congress of the 
ruling Workers’ Party on Jan. 12, at which Kim 
Jong-un pledged to bolster the country’s 
nuclear arsenal.
문재인(Moon Jae-in) @moonriver365 @
JoeBiden, congratulations on inauguration. 
America is back. America’s beginning will 
make democracy even greater. Together with 
the Korean people, I stand by your journey 
toward ‘America United’. 
Jan. 22: Pres. Moon commented during 
the National Security Council session, “The 
government will develop the South Korea-
U.S. alliance as a more comprehensive and 
mutually beneficial one.”
Jan. 25: @LloydAustin (U.S. Secretary of 
Defense) Enjoyed my first call with my South 
Korean counterpart, Minister Suh Wook. 
The U.S.-ROK Alliance is among our most 
combined and capable military alliances, a 
linchpin to regional security. I look forward to 
working with him to make it even stronger. @
ROK_MND
Jan. 27: Robert Abrams@DofFaceSoldier
Get the shot! Dose #2 complete. Painless. Feel 
great! Thanks to the great team at BDAACH for 
all you are doing to help #KilltheVirus.
Jan. 28: Secretary Antony Blinken @SecBlinken 
- Today, Foreign Minister Kang and I affirmed 
the enduring strength and importance 
of the U.S.-ROK Alliance, the linchpin of 
peace, security, and prosperity for a free and 
open Indo-Pacific region and stressed the 
importance of U.S.- ROK-Japan cooperation. 
Foreign Minister nominee Chung Eui-Yong, 
who previously served as national security 
adviser to President Moon, made remarks that 
boosting the alliance with the U.S. is a primary 
task for South Korean diplomacy. 
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South Korea is providing 2 million face masks 
to veterans of the 1950-53 Korean War in 22 
countries in an expression of gratitude for 
their sacrifice, the ROK Ministry of Patriots and 
Veterans Affairs (MPVA) said Jan. 13.
One million masks will go to the U.S. who 
accounted for 90% of the total foreign veterans.
It marks the second major provision of masks to 
foreign war veterans following the first 1 million 
masks provided to the countries in May 2020.
At that time, 500,000 or half of the total masks, 
were sent to the U.S. Around 1.95 million people 
from 22 countries, including the U.S., Britain, 
Canada, and Turkey, took part in the Korean War. 
Of them, 37,902 were killed and 103,460 wounded.

Jan 13.: U.S. Forces Korea (USFK) said it has begun 
administering coronavirus vaccines to a broader range 
of its members, after front-line health care workers 
were first inoculated starting last month. 
USFK received the first shipment of the Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine on Dec. 25 and doses were 
administered to front-line health care workers, first 
responders and its command team from late last month. 
“Korean Nationals, KATUSAs and ROK military who fall 
within this group will also be offered the vaccine if they 
choose to receive it,” it said. KATUSA refers to the Korean 
Augmentation to the U.S. Army and ROK stands for 
South Korea’s official name, the Republic of Korea. 

Osan Air Base, South Korea · January 13 at 4:00 PM Brrr!
One of South Korea’s chilliest winters in recent history hasn’t stopped Team Osan from staying 
mission-ready. Huge shoutout to all the units across base  braving frigid temps daily to ensure we 
are ready to Fight Tonight!

Jan. 19: KDVA and its close partner, the Korea-U.S. 
Alliance Foundation (KUSAF), conducted a farewell 
webinar for outgoing U.S. Ambassador Harry Harris. 
Harris highlighted the importance of combined ROK-
U.S. exercises amid the North’s threat to continue 
developing its nuclear capabilities.
Seoul and Washington have held large-scale military 
exercises twice a year, and their springtime one is 
supposed to take place around March. North Korea 
has long bristled at such drills, claiming that they are a 
rehearsal for invasion into the North.
Harris said, “There are ample historical examples of 
what could transpire including what happened on that 
fateful day almost 71 years ago, if we’re not ready.”
We are thankful that Ambassador Harris has joined 
KUSAF as an Honorary Advisor.

Gen. (Ret.) Vincent Brooks,
KDVA Chairman and 

President

Looking Ahead:
KDVA’s next “ROK-U.S. Alliance” Quarterly 
Journal is coming in Apr. 2021. Please submit 
articles for our Journal by Mar. 12 to 
kdva.journal@ gmail.com.


