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KDVA’s Mission is to enhance the 
ROK-U.S. Alliance by advocating for 
the Alliance and supporting the people 
who built and serve the Alliance.

NEWSLETTER“UNSUNG HEROES”
KOREA DEFENSE VETERANS ASSOCIATION 

    AUGUST NEWS HEADLINES 

Aug 8-9:   New U.S. Secretary of 
Defense visited South Korea.

Aug 15: ROK Pres. Moon’s 
Liberation Day address marked the 
end of Japan’s colonial rule of Korea in 
1945 by stating that South Korea will 
“gladly join hands” with Japan for East 
Asian prosperity if it chooses dialogue 
and cooperation to end escalated 
trade issues.

Aug 20:  Combined Forces 
Command (CFC) completed a 
command post exercise to train on 
the ROK’s taking wartime OPCON 
over its forces.

Aug 22:  South Korea announced 
that it would not renew its 
information sharing agreement 
(GSOMIA) with Japan.

Aug: North Korea fired several short 
range missiles to protest CFC 
exercises and to attempt to gain 
negotiating position.

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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September 2019

contact@kdva.vet

Sep 2:    U.S. Labor Day

Sep 12-13:  ROK Chuseok
Holiday

Sep 15:    KDVA Internship  
   Program Application

Deadline

Sep 15:      Volunteers to join
KDVA Membership
Committee Deadline

Sep 20:     Meet & Greet in
Korean  Cultural
Center (Washington,
D.C. ), 5:00pm to
8:30 pm

TBD Sep:  KDVA Education    
Conference and
Dinner for Junior
Service Members in
Korea

TBD Sep:  1st Mentorship
Webinar

www.facebook.com/kdva.us/
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  PRESIDENT’S INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the first edition of the new monthly KDVA Newsletter. We want to keep you informed 
of recent events in KDVA and in the ROK-U.S. Alliance. Please share with your colleagues, families, and 
friends ... and let us know how we can better keep you connected. A Facebook follower suggested the 
name “Unsung Heroes” for this newsletter, and we believe it captures well the selfless service of millions 
of Service Members and civilians in Korea over the past 69 years. Thanks for your efforts “Together 
for the ROK-U.S. Alliance” ~ Gen. (Ret.) Walter Sharp, Chairman and President, KDVA

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 
In marking the 69th Commemoration of the Korean War, Gen. 
Sharp remarked that T.R. Fehrenbach, the author of This Kind of 
War, recalled that as he was looking at the great city of Seoul on 
his first return to Korea since the war: “For the first time in my life, 
I now see that fighting the Korean War was worth it.” Sharp noted 
that this is a common sentiment of the uncommon men and 
women who fought to help make South Korea a great country.

A Facebook follower wrote: “... thanks for the sacrifices, 
devotions and services in that war.”

During the July 5th KDVA and 
Korea U.S. Alliance Foundation’s 
5th Alliance Forum in Seoul, 
the guest of honor, ROK Prime 
Minister, Lee, Nak-yon, joined 
KDVA as a former KATUSA. The 
Prime Minister noted that he 
was very proud of his time and 
experiences as a KATUSA in 
supporting the U.S. Army.
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OUR PEOPLE ...

On Aug. 6, 2019, military funeral 
honors were conducted for U.S. 
Army Master Sgt. Carl Lindquist 
in Arlington National Cemetery. 
Lindquist was reported missing 
in action during the Korean 
War on Nov. 29, 1950. He was 
accounted for on Jun. 4, 2018.

FB follower: “God bless his 
family.  Home at last!”

U.S. Secretary of Defense, Dr. 
Mark Esper, visited the ROK 
Ministry of National Defense on 
Aug. 9, 2019 to discuss the security 
situation on the Korean Peninsula, 
progress toward the transition of 
wartime operational control, and 
other key ROK-U.S. Alliance issues. 

He tweeted that the ROK-U.S. 
Alliance was “ironclad & remains the 
linchpin of peace & security on the 
Korean Peninsula & in Northeast 
Asia. I stand shoulder to shoulder 
with MinDef Jeong Kyeong-doo 
in reaffirming our commitment to 
strengthen the alliance.”

KDVA Supports Regional Stability 
and GSOMIA

KDVA supports the ROK-U.S. 
Alliance as the linchpin for stability 
and prosperity on the Korean 
Peninsula and the region. Part of 
that stability is deterring North 
Korea and any other nation from 
taking actions that could weaken 
the security of the region.

KDVA believes that the General 
Security of Military Information 
Agreement (GSOMIA) between 
South Korea and Japan has an 
important part in supporting 
regional security by facilitating 

the exchange of sensitive military 
information for both countries.
The termination of this agreement 
would benefit North Korea at 
a time when the Kim regime is 
looking to take advantage of any 
rift in the relationship between 
the ROK, U.S., and Japan.

KDVA urges all parties to work 
together for the greater goal of 
security and prosperity in the 
region.

For our part, KDVA will increase 
our efforts for improving these 
ties. Only by working together to 
resolve our issues can we maintain 

KDVA has over 21,600 
followers on Facebook!

Join the conversation today!

And, coming soon ... we are 
redesigning our KDVA.vet website.

the security that has benefited the 
people of South Korea, Japan, and 
the United States.




